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LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM DOWNLOAD THIS JOIN 62.8K oF 
MINNESOTA'S GLBT MAGAZINE ISSUE ON US ON TWITTER 
APRIL 17-30, 2014 x 14,008 NEWSSTAND @BIGGAYNEWS 


SCHEHERAZADE JEWELERS PRESENTS 
TY Y T 


THE GREAT ESTATE 


BUY > TRADE * SELL 
THREE DAYS ONLY 


FRIDAY, MAY 2, SATURDAY, MAY 3, 10AM-8PM 
& SUNDAY, MAY 4, 11AM-SPM 


Especially selected for your viewing pleasure, see authentic signed creations by 
Henry Dunay, Cartier, Tiffany and more - all available at remarkable 
special pricing during this Event. 


We invite you to bring in your too-precious-to-melt but no-longer-worn fine jewelry & 
watches. Our on-site experts will assist you in determining the 
best options for your treasures. 


SCHEHERA 


All items shown are subject to prior sale. 


UNCORK THE LOVE 


POETRY SERVED BY THE GLASS. 


BIN ON THE PARK || At Mears Park + Lowertown, Saint Paul + 6th and Sibley 
Telephone ` 651.224.WINE (9463) • Facsimile: 651.224.9466 • Website ` www.binwinebar.com 


FISH BITES 


AT THE MINNESOTA 700 
MAY 8, 2014 | 6:30 — 8:30 p.m. 


Join Twin Cities’ top chefs as they prepare delicious and sustainable gourmet ocean and freshwater 
dishes paired with a variety of new and sustainable wines, courtesy of Lakeville Liquors. 


Participating Restaurants: 


Butcher & the Boar The Oceanaire Seafood Room 
Lancer Catering Saffron Restaurant & Lounge 
Luci Ancora Sea Change —— —— 
Lucia's Restaurant & Wine Bar Smack Shack 
Masu Sushi & Robata 
& 


Live Music | Shark and stingray feeding | Hosted by 96.3 K-TWIN'S midday personality, Brian “BT” Turner 


Details and reservations at mnzoo.org 
This is a 21+ event. 
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ZW MINNESOTA ZOO 


/—— ———— Joffe Custom LASIK — — ——. 


ONE OF THE MOST 


DR. KAREN A. HEUER | EXPERIENCED 
oes LASIK DOCTORS 


procedures performed! i | 
<< IN MINNEAPOLIS < 


Joffe MediCenter: 5495 Cu. 


Treating nearsightedness, Joffe Lifetime of Care Policy to stand Custom LASIK up to 40% 
farsightedness & astigmatism behind every patient's treatment below the national average 


Experienced & Caring Team of Healthcare Professionals 


866-685-6994 WWW.JOFFE.COM Bu? 
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Forever. 


Decades ago, clinical trials opened 
new doors for people battling HIV & AIDS. 
Today, they may be key to eradicating HIV infection forever. 


The University of Minnesota recently launched new HIV clinical studies. 
But to be successful, we need your help. 


You can make a difference if you're: 


Diagnosed HIV+ 
18 years or older 


Interested in the clinical trials process 


We're forging new paths in the fight against HIV & AIDS. 


Compensation and time requirements vary. 
Find out more at hiv.umn.edu or call (612) 625-7472. 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 


RedOne 


Олаште dai VODKA 
B» Rj KRAMER | NO presents 
FLORAL *ATMOSPHERE =E T4 X LAVENDER'S 
Е ZJZ FIRST -2° 
Thursdays 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


| 
н, ‹ 
A 


Write Your Song ` 


I 
ц d d П 
I e also sponsored by: 


* J.HILBURN $ MESSERLI а KRAMER 


WHEN Thursday, May 1 


“ 


, 
, 


TIME 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
COST FREE 


WHERE Melting Pot 
80 S. 9th Street e Minneapolis 


The 
Melting Dot. 


Enjoy Complimentary 

Hors d'oeuvres, Drink Specials, 
and a chance to register to 
Win Great Prizes! 

Come as you are - no dress code. 


FOUNDING HOST 
PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, TCGMC, 
: Minneapolis Movie Bears, 
www.rjkramer.com | 651-227-7091 Twin Cities Quorum, 


Extraordinary Florals Since 1993 Prime Timers MSP, Twin Cities Pride, 


North Country Bears 
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FREE 


GARDEN 


DESIGN 
952-937-6070 


At Lawn Ranger Design Group we provide 
one stop Garden Design & Maintenance. 


OUTDOOR | SERVICES We’re ready, are you? 
952-937-6070 


Relationships Just 
Work 


For special pricing, 


Located 494/Lyndale contact me directly, 
Jessica Katz-Moehlman 
General Sales Manager 


400 W. 78th Street | Richfield, MN | 612.866.8832 | www.rbhonda.com 
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38 2014 New Restaurant Guide & Preview 


OUR LAVENDER 
From the Editor 
A Word in Edgewise 
Lavender Lens 
Bear With Me (While | Tell You About)... 


SCENE 
Arts: Spotlight 
Arts: The Little Mermaid 
Travel: South Padre Island 
Sports: Interview with Jaiyah Saelua 
Barometer 
Bar Showcase 


OUR AFFAIRS 
Big Gay News 


OUR RESOURCES 
Classifieds 
The Network 
Community Connection 


VOICES 
Dateland 
Trolin 
Through These Eyes 


Celebrating 20 Years of Dining Out for Life with 
Rena Sarigianopoulos, Sven Sundgaard, Blake 
McCoy, Pat Evans, and Joy Summers. 

Rena and Pat's hair/makeup by Bonnie Erickson; 
Blake and Joy's hair/makeup by Brett Dorrian of 
www.brettdorrianartistrystudios.com. 

Photo by Mike Hnida 


8 | LAVENDER | APRIL 17-30, 2014 


TE 


Page 28: Photo by Mike Hnida. Page 22: Photo by Tim Fuller. Page 66: Photo by Carla Waldemar. Page 70: Photo courtesy of 
etchup Entertainment. 


Online Magazine Prizes 


Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your computer, iPad, iPhone, or 
DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 


Wage garnishment 
Bank levies 


MO BANKRUPTCY 


"Providing New Beginnings Since 1991" 


Free Consultation with Experienced Attorney 


Call now: 651.645.1211 


ta p d at | BECKY A. MOSHIER 


pi: ATTORNEY AT LAW 
(| 
; A 2233 University Ave. W. Ste. 420 * St. Paul, MN 55114 
" year of service to our community. 


agency. We help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code. www.moshierbankru tcylaw.com 


Free iOS and Android 
app available now. 


71204004045 When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with 
RADIO K the IRS so you don’t have to. We have been preparing all types of 4 
taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide 
Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO ` 
Product sales. | 


Real College Radio 


KAREN R. PALM CPA 
612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Get a mortgage loan 
that's move-in ready. 


yel wv 
; ` d 


At U.S. Bank, it’s our priority to make the mortgage loan process easy. 
Our Mortgage Loan Originators are helpful and our rates are low. So whether you’re shopping for a first home 
or a dream home, trust U.S. Bank to do the heavy lifting. Put our strength and stability to work for you today. 


All of (serving your bank 


A Loan approval is subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and 
С} 855.434.HOME (4663) EQUAL HOUSING Program terms are subject to change without notice. Visit usbank.com to learn more about U.S. Bank products and services. Mortgage and Deposit products are 
v LENDER Offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Member FDIC. ©2014 U.S. Bank 


I~ 
tr branch 


ГЫ usbank.com/mortgage 
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Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
‘American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
wwwamfam.com © 2008 


Pp A NN 
AMERICAN FAMILY A 
JP INSURANCE | E 
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All your protection under one roof * 
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What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji, СЕР®, ChFC*, CASL™ 


Financial Planner, Financial Services Representative 
Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor" designation 


2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 


301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 
www.financialstrategies.metlife.com 


| Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


2? 
MetLife - 100% Corporate Equality Index score HRC 11 consecutive (p 
years Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (MLIC), New York, NY = 
10036, Securities products and investment advisory services offered ч $ 
by Metlife Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered @ 
investment advisor. МИС and MSI are MetLife companies. 


10314364644[exp0315]IMN] MetLife 


BEHAVIORAL H ETALE TIH 


When Sundays stop being fun. 


Minnesota’s Premiere 
LGBT Drug & Alcohol 
Rehab Center. 


Through 
BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter Meridian Behavioral Health 


offers a comprehensive 
“Your newsreader mispronounces words, 


bx selection of drug and alcohol 
names, cities, etc." 


treatment programs. 


With seven residential and 13 
“Some find this endearing, but | find 


; outpatient programs located 
it annoying.” 


throughout Minnesota, 

Meridian Behavioral Health 
“Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!” has a treatment option 
that suits your lifestyle. 


“The poorly pronounced narration makes it 


impossible to listen to.” We have specialized 


programs for men, women, 
and the LGBT community. 


“All you hear is the very poor quality of the 
English language newsreader.” 


Listen to Pierre Tardif's 
"insufferable" delivery 
of BigGayNews on 
iTunes' Podcasts. 


Subscribe on iTunes! 


MeridianProgramecom 1.877.367.1715 


Disclaimer: The model de ed in this ad ed with Meridian Behavioral Health and is for illustra 


Kudos to 

Linda Raines for 
compiling the top 
5 daily stories! 
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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


And the Band Played On: Of Celebration and Celebrity 


This is a celebratory issue. Paired up 
with our annual New Restaurant Guide & 
Preview, we're also highlighting 20 restau- 
rant picks from this 20th anniversary of the 
Dining Out for Life program in Minnesota, 
benefiting The Aliveness Project. Congratu- 
lations to everyone who has made this pro- 
gram happen year after year—it's quite an 
achievement. 

With the way history has been develop- 
ing at a breakneck speed lately, 20 years 
was a very long time ago. But, when we're 
talking about HIV and AIDS, it's better to 
let time slow itself down for the people liv- 
ing with it, as long as we keep the develop- 
ment of ways to fight and treat it at full-bore. 
A diagnosis of HIV and/or AIDS was once 
considered an undeniable—and somewhat 
immediate—death sentence, but now we're 
seeing people live longer with a higher 
quality of life, thanks to reliable diagnoses, 
medical and therapeutic treatments, and 
programs to assist them as well as their families and friends. 

My early memories of seeing the topics of HIV and AIDS in the my 
young life are from around 24 years ago, when I was 13 years old and 
living in rural Minnesota. Elton John elevated our awareness with his 
compassion and involvement in the plight of Ryan White, a young man 
who contracted HIV via blood transfusion as part of his treatment for 
hemophilia, who died on April 8, 1990, at the age of 18. Then, I saw the 
movie And the Band Played On which was produced and aired on HBO 
in 1993, just over 20 years ago. Somehow, out in rural Cokato where 
nobody had HIV or AIDS (to our knowledge), we saw the movie on 
PBS or broadcast television (since we didn't have cable) and taped it on 
a VHS to watch and rewatch for years to come. Because of our relative 
isolation from the issue in our rural area, the film was a shocking and 
admirable piece of work that formed me in how I view large- and small- 
scale fear and confusion as well as politics, power, and celebrity. I'm still 
thankful that my parents knew the value of such a film and allowed me 
to learn from the mature subjects covered in it. 

And the Band Played On was written by Robert Shilts and pub- 
lished in 1987 as a book full of investigative journalism, a chronicle of 
the time between the late 1970s through 1985, the time during which 
HIV and AIDS were discovered and the political problems and indif- 
ference that ensued, largely because it was perceived to be a gay is- 
sue. The book was adapted to be a film that was directed by Robert 
Spottiswoode and was similar to Robert Altman films of the early ‘90s 
that tended to be chock full of popular contemporary celebrities of 
the era. But, in this case, rather than as somewhat gratuitous Altman- 
style cameos, the star power in And the Band Played On was focusing 
a light on the mishandling and misunderstandings surrounding the 
early years of HIV and AIDS in the United States. The cast includ- 
ed Matthew Modine, Alan Alda, Phil Collins, Richard Gere, Glenne 
Headly, Anjelica Huston, Swoosie Kurtz, Steve Martin, Ian McKel- 
len, Saul Rubinek, Lily Tomlin, BD Wong, and so many other actors 
who gave their names, talent, and attention to this film. They played 


Ë 


y 
CELEBRATING A 


20YEA ut 
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FORLIFE 

Jor The Alivéness Project 
WITHTHE 2074 NEW RESTAURANT BUIDE В PREVIEW 


people who were infected, people who 
loved people who were infected, people 
who feared they were a part of the infec- 
tion, and people who were responsible for 
figuring out what the infection actually was, 
how it could be diagnosed, and how it could 
be treated. The roles that weren’t generally 
played by celebrities were those of Presi- 
dent Reagan and other politicians who were 
blocking funding and impeding awareness, 
to say the least. What these celebrities did 
for the film was give faces to the fear; they 
gave a greater incentive for the viewers to 
have more interest in seeing the piece; they 
diffused and decreased the stigma attached 
to people with HIV and AIDS; and they put 
high-profile pressure on making sure HIV 
and AIDS stay at the fore of our collective 
concern for the well-being of people in our 
country and around the globe. 

The power of celebrity is still so very 
important to the social issues of our lives. 
International celebrities like Elton John and Sir Ian McKellen stuck 
their necks out for these issues over 20 years ago. Globally—and 
nationally—stigma has decreased and awareness has increased for 
people who have HIV and AIDS, thanks to the celebrities like them 
who use their influence to help the campaign. Locally, we have a simi- 
lar campaign that has been gaining momentum through Dining Out 
for Life for the past 20 years as well, gaining in its reach and fund- 
raising efficacy with each passing year. In recent history, Dining Out 
for Life has gone from being fronted solely by local celebrity, Sven 
Sundgaard, of KARE 11, to also including Rena Sarigianopoulos for 
the past two years and now Blake McCoy this year as well, also of 
KARE 11. On behalf of Lavender, I added another KARE 11 mainstay, 
Pat Evans, and multi-platform food expert, Joy Summers, to the mix 
and suddenly we’ve got as many celebrities as our cover can handle. 

And what a cover it is. With five wonderful people and their own 
circles of influence, Dining Out for Life can continue its work to raise 
awareness and do good for people living with HIV and AIDS. In ad- 
dition to the people fronting the campaign, the list of participating 
restaurants is long and varied, with a number of them upping the 
percentage they donate to The Aliveness Project each year, it seems. 
Reservations are being made and filling up seats across the Metro 
Area, people are signing up to tell people about the work of The Alive- 
ness Project at all the meals at each participating restaurant, and the 
town will be painted red, black, and white on April 24. 

There aren’t any restaurants participating in Dining Out for Life 
in my rural hometown. But, the fact that Sven, Rena, Blake, Pat, and 
Joy are spreading the word about the event as far as their broadcasts, 
tweets, Facebook posts, and words can reach means that a 13-year 
old kid in my hometown can learn about Dining Out for Life, The 
Aliveness Project, and HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment anyway. 

It’s a use of celebrity to celebrate. 

See you on the 24th, 

Andy ш 
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FACING CRIMINAL OR DWI CHARGES? 
call JEFF DEAN 


THE LAWYER WITH THE WINNING RECORD 


* Not Guilty verdicts in Murder, Drug, and Assault cases. 


* Multiple Criminal Sexual Conduct Dismissals. 
* Over 100 DWI cases successfully resolved. 
* Numerous Indecent Exposure Dismissals. 


* Won Precedent Setting cases. 


"Jeff Dean was a lifesaver for me "My domestic assault charges "Jeff Dean got my 
in what | thought was a hopeless were dismissed, thanks to Jeff. DWI charge dismissed. 
situation. | was charged with a The consequences of these Call Jeff if you get a DWI!” 
serious felony and Jeff won the charges would have been severe. - B.L. (Former Client) 
case! Its so nice to be free of Jeff Dean won my case and my life 
the worry!" is back to normal." 

- D.L. (Former Client) - D.B. (Former Client) 


(612) 305-4360 www.jeffdeanlaw.com 


ne c inic nearest you, or to schedule 


ment; Call 612-375-6965, 


To find t 
ап appoint 


- 


* Same day/next day appointments available 
* Patient-centered care for you and your family 
* Manage your care with 24-hour access to MyChart 


* Offering comprehensive primary care services 


E M Hennepin County 


| y >. Medical Center 


Ericka Stone, MD 


hcmc.org/clinics 


Gynecology (ObGyn) Downtown Primary and Specialty Care Clinics 
3 Brooklyn Park Clinic [ East Lake Clinic • Richfield Clinic e Whittier Clinic * St. Anthony Village Clinic 
* Parkside OB/GYN Clinic Brooklyn Center Clinic e Brooklyn Park Clinic « Golden Valley Clinic 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Let Them Bake Cakes 


On the heels of Arizona governor Jan Brewer’s veto of State Bill 
1062, Judson Phillips, the Franklin, Tennessee-based president of 
Tea Party Nation, declared, “Tyranny is on the march!” Arizona busi- 
ness owners’ inability to discriminate against gays and lesbians, he 
thundered, has made them “Slaves to the great liberal state.” 

One of Phillips’s dire predictions is that Arizona bakers will now 
be forced to bake giant penis cakes for bacchanalian gay weddings. 
Like most homophobes, Phillips views his targets as one-dimension- 
al, non-human beings that conform to his own definition of "gay"-a 
purely sexual vision involving lurid acts with which he seems more 
preoccupied than the potential gay wedding cake customers. 

Does Phillips truly believe that two men or women who have al- 
ready been together for years or decades, will, now that they have 
won the legal right to marry, invite parents, friends, and children 
to come together and celebrate their solemn vows around a penis 
(or vagina) wedding cake? Moreover, as many a straight bachelor or 
bachelorette already knows, adult pastries are there for every occa- 
sion, for anyone who can type www.cakes3.com for Erotic Bakery, or 


any of their several other DBA addresses. 

Erotic Bakery started its chain back in 2000 in New York and 
Los Angeles, and now services adult carb lovers in all fifty states, 
Canada, and Nassau, Bahamas. At cakes3.com you'll gain access to 
the bakery's vast inventory of cake and cookie selections, or you 
can sketch your own original idea. "The weirder the better," as one 
district manager explained it to me. "You design it, we'll bake it." 
At this writing, products are available through some 2,700 shops, 
including 41 in Phillips's home state of Tennessee, thirteen in Min- 
nesota, and ten in Arizona. 

As ludicrous as Phillips's rantings are to the informed, they are 
dangerous in that they are aimed at those of his ilk who will never 
make the effort to meet or talk to a gay person, who will cling, blin- 
kered, to the same-sex-mad visions as their leader. Phillips crying 
"Penis Cakes!" is disingenuous at best and, at worst, a deliberate lie, 
repeated to inculcate hatred and fear of those he deems “Other.” 

Rest assured, forced labor in penile bakery colonies is not emi- 
nent in Arizona-or anywhere else in the country. B 


THE ALL-NEW ` Ü ® 
2014 SUBARU FORESTER 


MORRIE'S BUY HAPPY" PROMISE: 


NO-COST OIL CHANGES e COMPLIMENTARY CAR WASHES 
COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE * PLUS MUCH MORE! 


Kc 
LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW FORESTER! 
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Experience Holy Week at ECLC 


April 17 * Maundy Thursday Services 
5:45 pm (extra child-friendly) & 7:15 pm 
April 18 * Good Friday Services 
5:45 pm (extra child-friendly) & 7:15 pm 
April 19 * Great Vigil of Easter 
6:00 pm (extra child-friendly) 

April 20 * Easter Sunday Services 
8:00 am, 9:30 am, & 11:00 am 

SE 


LLE ar s 
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Edina Community Lutheran Church 
Regular Sunday services at 8:15 am & 11:00 am 
4113 W 54th St (2 blocks west of France Ave) * Edina MN 55424 


952.926.3808 * www.eclc.org 


Г == == —  — ee t 


FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION |! 


ЧО Family Law / Divorce Q Criminal Defense 
š e О Child Support О Business & Civil Litigation | 
2 Q Domestic Partnerships ü Wills and Powers of Attorney 
A El Way to | Randall S. Johnson ` (651) 646-3755 | 
Experience the Luxury Attorney at Law www.rsjlaw.com 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
L Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
pom | = =a — === = 


of graves|601 hotel 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist e 612-990-0649 


Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


A Le “£ Convenient Midway Location 


2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


Therapy Center 


OPENING 


SPECIALE 
mention this ad and 


SAVE 20% Financial options PER 
for every phase of 
your life 


Whether you want to save for the future, secure a personal loan, 
utilize exclusive online and telephone banking services, or 
enjoy the convenience of our ATMs and many locations, we are 
here for you. Call, click, or stop by and talk with a banker. If you 
would like to open an account over the phone, call 1-800-932- 
6736 any time (or 1-800-311-9311 for service in Spanish). 


on all spa services 


Treat your partner 
to an Embury Spa Day! 


wellsfargo.com 
All loans are subject to application, 
credit qualification, and income 


em bu rys pa.com verification. 
612.312.1131 Sei reserved Member FDIC. 


122933 03/14 


Together we'll go far 


601 FIRST AVENUE NORTH Z MINNEAPOLIS 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


phia Hantze 


photo by Sophia hahtzes 


LAVENDER FIRST 
THURSDAY 
AT LORING 

KITCHEN & BAR 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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WILDE ROAST CAFE 
10 YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY 


MARCH 6, 2014 


Sophia lantzes 


CELEBRATE MARRIAGE BOTE 


Martin (Marty) L. Swaden, Attorney at Law 
(952) 832-5990 
Swaden En, MN coc Ste. 550 


Practice limited to Family Law including LGBTO 
Prenuptial Agreements and Mediation. 


Free 30 minute consultation. 36 years of legal experience. 


Listed in “The Best Lawyers in America,” 
Minnesota Superlawyer 
Voted top 40 Family Law attorneys in Minnesota 
Voted top 100 lawyers in Minnesota 


Best Lawyers 
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E AC 


Your financial needs are unique. 


What a difference a year makes. Now, more than ever, you may 
benefit from professional financial advice and retirement planning. 
Learn how I can help you plan for your goals and put your dreams 
more within reach. 


Call me today at 952.857.1234 to get started. 


CHRISTOPHER D. BENTLEY, MBA, СЕР° 
Financial Advisor * Vice President 


7601 France Ave South, Ste 300 

Edina, MN 55435 

952.857.1234 
christopher.bentley@ampf.com 
ameripriseadvisors.com/christopher.bentley 


Ameriprise @ 


Financial 


Ameriprise Financial is proud to be recognized with another perfect 
score on the Human Rights Campaign's Corporate Equality Index. 


Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
@ 2013 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 


Proudly Serving the 


LGBTQ Community 
and its Allies 


612-333-3343 


e Worker’s Compensation 
e Auto Accidents/ Personal Injury 
e Immigration/ Fiancé Visas 

e Family Law 


ROBICHAUD, 


www.robichaudlaw.com 


ANDERSON & 
ALCANTARA PA. 


tleecustomdesignerjewelry 


ES Watch us create your custom jewelry. 
Experience the intriguing marriage 
of the workshop and the showroom. 


Hip but not trendy 
Sophisticated yet friendly 
Luxury without pretense 


Designer jewelry that is 
powerful and rare. 


www.tleegold.com 


Our New Home 
Next to Red Stag 
5091 1st Ave NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 
(612) 789-2656 


Metropolitan zii 
State University я 


E courses that 
=» fit your life 


+ High-quality professional 


Е D - 
B undergraduate and 
< t graduate programs 
x 4 + Flexible course options: 
` classroom, online ога 


combination of both 


«Instructors with 
real-world experience 


choose.metrostate.edu 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 19 


OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


í . е 
i we ap . 
SS e 


m = Ke, D 
Г Photo by Sophia Hghitgds ve 


SHADES OF YELLOW 
10TH ANNUAL NEW 
YEAR AT DS EVENT 
CENTER 
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OUT TWIN CITIES FILM FESTIVAL'S 5TH 
ANNIVERSARY AT RESTAURANT MAX 


MARCH 27, 2014 
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OUR LAVENDER 


"BEAR" WITH ME (WHILE I TELL YOU ABOUT)... 
| BY BARRY LEAVITT 


WERO 1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

Saturday, April 19 e 10pm-4am 

Saloon ¢ 830 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 

WerQ is celebrating its 1 year anniversary where it all began. 
Come experience the AMAZING light show and amazing beats. 
International DJ/Producer and recent Just Circuit nominee DJ 
GRIND is pumping up the celebration with DJ MF serving us 
afterhours into the early morning. It's a night NOT to be missed. 
Search “WerQ 1 Year Anniversary" on Facebook for more 
information. 


DAVID OLAF BROWN MEMORIAL EASTER BONNET PA- 
RADE 

Sunday, April 20 e 10am 

eagleBOLTbar e 515 Washington Ave. S., Minneapolis 

It's time to get your favorite Easter bonnet out of the closet! 
Started by David Olaf Brown and Pauly Sayen in the mid-2000's, 
the annual David O. Brown Easter Bonnet Parade has become 
an annual rite of spring in the GLBT community. David and 
Pauly were looking to create an event to bring their friends 
together before Pride, and Pauly mentioned friends of his in 
Dallas would get together around Easter wearing hats and 
bonnets during brunch and beer bust. From a first year total of 
5 or 6 people, the event has grown by leaps and bounds (a little 
bunny humor). Although David sadly passed away a couple of 
years ago, the event that now carries his name continues to 
grow, and includes brunch at eagleBOLTbar, a parade walk 
around the block, food shelf drive, and contest for best bonnet. 
For more information, visit "Easter Bonnet Parade 2014" on 
Facebook. 


PFUND'S ANNUAL CABARET 

Saturday, April 26 e 10pm-2am 

Mill City Nights e 111 5" St. N., Minneapolis 

This year, PFund's annual cabaret after-party will be hosted by 
Burlesque Hall of Fame's “Most Dazzling Dancer" Sweetpea. 
Joining her will be local luminaries Queenie von Curves and 
Vivienne Le Détruire, music by DJ Kris Holiday, and other 
special guests! Prepare for pop-up performances of drag, 
burlesque, pole, and go-go that will make this “Party for a 
Purpose" as sweet as it gets. All of the dollars raised at the 
SweetSpot Soiree go directly to PFund's daily work to make our 
region safer and more fabulous for LGBT people. Visit www. 
pfundonline.org for more information. 


SPRING SWING 2014 

Sunday, April 27 e 3pm 

Marriott Minneapolis West e 9960 Wayzata Blvd., St. Louis Park 
Enjoy an afternoon of great jazz as The Minnesota Freedom 
Jazz Ensemble showcases its talent during their annual Spring 
Swing. The Minnesota Freedom Jazz, a 16-piece Big Band 

Jazz Ensemble, has performed all over the area, including the 
Dignity National Conference, Holiday Under Glass at the IDS 
Crystal Court, local and regional Pride events, Anoka Youth 
Pride, Rochester Pride, and the Twin Cities Pride Festivals. Visit 
www.mnfreedomband.org for tickets and more information. 
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Dogwood. Photo by Elle Zulauf and Candid Theater Co. 


DOGWOOD 

Through Apr. 22 

People’s Center, 425 20th Av. S., Mpls. 
www.candidtheaterco.com 


Seraphina Nova has made her mark as both a playwright and 
director of queer-oriented work. Her play Androgyny was met 
enthusiastically a decade ago and in recent years her staging of 
the gay holocaust classic, Bent, was reviewed favorably. (You may 
remember her as Seraphina Richardson.) Nova has been in play- 
wright mode with a new work titled Dogwood. Justin M. Kirkeberg 
is directing it for Candid Theater, a group which has integrated 
well-crafted queer-themed work into their ongoing mission. 

Dogwood examines three adult children who return to their 
childhood home to celebrate July 4th, their war veteran father’s 
favorite holiday. Nova says, “They hope to get through this 
obligatory event as quickly and as painlessly as possible. It 
doesn’t take long, however, before egos are bruised, feelings are 
hurt, secrets are exposed.” 

However, Nova isn’t just into dumping on old-guard conserva- 
tism. The parents are in fragile conditions and, as she puts it, “each 
of the siblings tries to pass the buck or stay in denial, but their 
father’s rapid descent into dementia will not allow them to do so.” 

As one would expect from the playwright of Androgyny, there 
are deep sexual dimensions as well. Nova: "The oldest daughter 
seems to have no sexual boundaries even when it comes to seduc- 
ing the love interest of her siblings. The middle daughter has 
martyred herself as the put-upon caretaker of her aging parents, an 
excuse to avoid moving forward with her own life. The youngest 
son has gone to extreme lengths to hide his homosexuality from 
his parents until an unexpected guest at this family gathering 
exposes emotions that he cannot keep hidden." 


THE MOUNTAINTOP 
Through Apr. 19 

Guthrie Theater, 

818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


It’s a truly rare event when а 
play with African-American subject 
matter wins the coveted Olivier 
Award for Best Play. That's the Lon- 
don equivalent of Broadway's Tony 


The Mountaintop. Photo by Tim Fuller 


Award. However, Katori Hall's The 
Mountaintop did just that, and the 
Penumbra and Guthrie theaters are 
co-presenting the first local staging 
of the piece. It imagines the night 
before Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
was assassinated in Memphis. He 
was there to speak to sanitation 
workers who had been enduring 
very negative conditions. 
Penumbra Co-Artistic Direc- 
tor Sarah Bellamy relates, “After 
successful runs in Phoenix, Tucson, 
and Charlotte, we’re excited to 
bring The Mountaintop home to the 
Twin Cities. This play, which revis- 
its Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s last 
night alive, creates opportunities 
for us to revisit Dr. King’s powerful 
legacy and to measure our progress 
on equity, social justice, and civil 
rights for all. Penumbra has curated 
conversations with leading advocacy 
partners to discuss topics ranging 
from contemporary human rights 
abuses, to the prison system, to LG- 
BTQ equality. We're also partnering 
with The Minnesota Consortium of 
Theological Schools to engage the 
faith community in conversation 
about how to enact Dr. King's vision 
toward equity and social justice." 


NACIREMA: STORIES 
OF COLOR 

Through Apr. 27 

Nimbus Theatre, 

1517 Central Av. NE, Mpls. 
(612) 548-1380 
www.nimbustheatre.com 


The title of this new collabora- 
tion is 'American' spelled back- 
wards. The Nimbus group has 
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PASSING 
STRANGE 


| MIXED 


Angela Bortel was selected as a 2013 “Rising Star” 
among Immigration Lawyers by Super Lawyers. 


Love knows no borders. 


Immigration is still complicated. We have years of 
experience working with same-sex bi-national couples to 
help obtain immigration status and keep you together. 


Angela Bortel 


Owner and Managing 
Attorney 


BLOOD ^T 
THEATRE Our staff of experts are waiting to custom design your special event. 
*Full On-Site Cate: ering S Service *Online Reservations One complimentary 
"m * Variety of Menu Cho; *PlayZ: Hourly Child C. ith Сз Di t: standard ith 
By Stew & Heidi Rodewald iere Bee see Y F Seeerei, 


Directed by Thomas W. Jones II 


Sin 
y 
C 


Gordal Theater 
ak The Cowes Center 


TICKETS: JSBALLET.ORG 
SCOW ES CENTER CALL: 612.206.3600 


FOR DANCE & THE PERFORMING CODE WORD: LAVENDER 


Contact the Hotel Convention Sales Department ¢ 1.800. WIN.CASH, Ext. 8011 


39375 County Hwy 24 * Morton, MN * 1.800. WIN.CASH 
jackpotjunction.com * dacorahridge: com (f [6] 


Z: 
бм 


Saturday 
May 3, 2014 


Minneapolis 
Convention Center 


$70 | $100 | $150* 
$225* | $300* | $600* 
* TICKETS INCLUDE PATRON PARTY 

AFTER THE PERFORMANCE 


' Performance will be 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW! аа 


952.838.9000 PY ТӨН 3:19 


CHAMPIONS FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES» 


PAC ER.O RG Q PACER's National Bullying 


Live at PACER's Annual Benefit! 


Prevention Center? 
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SPOTLIGHT 


evolved the piece in workshop form where actors and, often, design- 
ers, give more input than in a typical play production. Mitchell Fra- 
zier directs a series of vignettes that looks into how race is viewed 
in America today. It nods to George C. Wolfe’s 1980s classic, The 
Colored Museum. Nacirema is also another example of Nimbus’s 
interest in new material. 

Costume designer Barb Portinga shares, “I approached this 
play as a collaboration with the director, the actors, the rest of the 
creative team, and myself. I decided to use color to comment on 
various scenes and themes. For instance, in the newscast scene, 
rather than red, white, and blue, I am using red, brown, and blue. 
My main base color scheme for each actor is brown and I’m trying 
to have as many variations on that color as I can.” 

“During my fittings, I chat with actors to clarify how we want to 
portray the various characters and what, if any, cultural references 
we want to make and how to do that. As a white person, I want to 
make sure I am not creating a caricature where we don’t want to go. 
Though, there are places in this play where that is appropriate, and 
we do go there. It is a fun design.” 


RAPTURE, BLISTER, BURN 

Apr. 25 - May 10 

Minneapolis Theater Garage, 711 W. Franklin Av., Mpls. 
(612) 227-1188 

www.tctwentypercent.org 


When the general public looks at the issues of marginalized 
people, it is typically through the eyes of networks like CNN or 
public-funded media that habitually call on the elites of whatever 


Nacirema: Stories of Color. Photo courtesy of Nimbus Theatre 


Rapture, Blister, Burn. Photo courtesy of 20% Theatre Company Twin Cities 


organization holds the most sway 
under the rubric of that group 
(NOW, HRC, NAACP). However, 
the issues of marginalized groups 
live at a more complex level than 
the sound bite and talking points. 
To this day, there are still millions 
of people who think that feminism 
is some monolithic phenomenon 
wherein all parties are united in 
undisputed sisterhood. (The same 
misinformation exists for people of 
color and GLBT people as well.) 

With OBIE-winner Gina 
Gionfriddo’s comedy, Rapture, 
Blister, Burn, we see a cross- 
generational take on feminism. You 
can expect some complexity. This 
play contrasts the choices made by 
Catherine, who pursued a career 
as a feminist academic for which 
she has become a media pundit, 
and her college friend, Gwen, who 
chose a more traditional gender 
path. The plot thickens when Cath- 
erine returns home to tend to her 
ailing mother and she reconnects 
with Gwen who is now married to 
her old college boyfriend. 


SODERVILLE: 
EXCAVATION OF A LIFE 
Apr. 17, 18, 19 

Whitney Fine Arts Center, 
MCTC, 1424 Yale PI., Mpls. 
www.metrostate.edu 


Julie Dafydd is a local legend 
in the trans community. For years 


she was the highest profile trans 
person in the Twin Cities, writing 
for alternative media, including a 
Lavender column, and was always 
in the thick of community events 
and sing-alongs. In recent years she 
has developed as a serious actress 
in classic plays like Mother Courage 
and The Visit. She has now turned 
her hand to writing her own solo 
memoir play based on her forma- 
tive years in Soderville, Minnesota. 
It contains much about her turbu- 
lent relationship with her mother 
and the disappointments on both 
sides. Scott Rubsam has directed 
the performance for Metro State 
University at their MCTC space. 

Dafydd shares, “I go all the way 
back to childhood relationships 
with the world and family and being 
different than who they assume 
you are. It’s painful and joyful. My 
mother was completely unaccepting 
of me and I was disowned by my 
own family. It got to be fierce. The 
piece is about finding the courage 
to face the consequences of all that 
and doing something about it. It’s 
about being who you are." B 
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LAVENDER’s 


NISIN 
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April 25 e 6:00 PM 


Drink Specials e Free Appetizers e 2076 Off Tickets 
The Cowles Center for Dance & The Performing Arts 
528 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 


For tickets, call 612-206-3600 
or visit www.jsballet.org 
Code Word: LAVENDER 


INSTITUTE 


Creating a Healthy LGBT Community 


One Treatment Center 
Does Not Fit All 


If you or a loved one is struggling with addiction, 
we're here to help. 


* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 


with Disabilities to... 


* Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivit 
P Š Y P y Lead independent lives by providing GLBT Support Group for individuals with 


* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs disabilities who also identify as GLBT. Contact us for more information today! 


* Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable, safe 
alternative to traditional treatment programs for over 27 years. 


Metropolitan Center for Independent Living 
530 N. Robert St. e St. Paul, MN 55101 • (651) 646-8342 
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Brighten your future - contact us today. 
800-934-7554 / 952-934-7554 * www.pride-institute.com 


SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


The Little Mermaid: 
Under The Boardwalk 


cipe OE 


The Little Mermaid. Photo by Heidi Bohnenkamp, 2014 


Gotta love those tap-dancing seagulls; they stole the show. But 
then (full disclosure) I'm a theater-goer who seeks mental as well as 
visual and emotional stimuli in a show. Give me Tyler Michaels in 
Cabaret. Here he is, a few months later, on a different stage in the 
Midwest premiere of Disney's Little Mermaid. As male love-interest 
Prince Eric in Chanhassen Dinner Theatre's new production, it's his 
job to look pretty, sing sweetly, move gracefully, and wrap the will- 
ing audience around his little finger. And he succeeds. 

As does Caroline Innerbichler as Ariel, the sweet and spunky 
mermaid who risks her limpid voice for love. (Care to guess the out- 
come?) She's picture- (and sound-) perfect as Ariel, an auburn-haired 
ingénue who radiates sweetness and sincerity in the role many a pre- 
teen girl (there were many in the audience) embraces. 

The plot, adapted from the classic Hans Christian Andersen tale of 
1837 as Disneyfied for an animated 1989 film, reached Broadway in 
2008 with songwriter Alan Menken's film numbers augmented by ten 
new songs for the stage musical—melodies which (unlike Cabaret) I 
could not remember the next morning. 

But Chan is not about political theater. My favorite Dinner The- 
atre show of recent years was Hairspray, which didn't sell as well 
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as Mermaid's projections, and an organization of 45 years' enviable 
strength in production values and audience support proves they're 
doing something right for many, many fans. 

In the current show, that *something right" leads off with 
costumes by Rich Hamson. Beyond those plump, yellow-beaked 
seagulls, led by Jay Albright's comic touch, you'll find flounder, 
starfish, dolphin and a full-of-himself, Calypso-leaning, bright red 
crab in a heavy-handed (clawed?) performance by Andre Shoals. 
Chan regulars take on their undersea personae with confidence 
and skill as in Keith Rice's majestic, resonating King Triton, 
Ariel's Daddy-knows-best father, and Kersten Rodau's wickedly 
snarky, many-tentacled Witch Ursula. They're embellished by a 
talented song-and-dance team who run around waving flags (less 
wow-inspiring choreography in this show than customarily—but 
hey: They don't have feet, do they?). The hazy blue of the under- 
water world requires little in the way of set design, leaving Andrew 
Cooke's lively band to orchestrate the mood with clarity and style. 
But ultimately, the success of the evening rests on the enchanting 
shoulders of Ariel and her Prince, who make the show. The pro- 
duction continues through August. 


Greer Hill 
CATERING 


Concept to clean up, we apply everything we know about preparing and serving 
award-winning food to make your event a success. Looking for something a little 
different? Just ask. We specialize in special requests. For groups of all sizes, 


Green Mill Catering caters to your every need. 


2012 DOUBLE DIAMOND aa 
AWARD WINNER ww. 


Contact us at 651-203-3100 or catering@greenmill.com for more information. 


greenmillcatering.com 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 24 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody * |njuries/Auto Accidents 
* Second Parent Adoption * Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution • Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements * Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements * Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice * Bankruptcy 


н: E 


— Convenient Downtown 
—— Skyway level offices 


612.332.5100 


www.cloutier-law.com 
12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


P or м ў twn 
Ап Епсһап g Event С 


. . . TM 5 С iN 
in a Historic. arn 


Crates beautiful memories in this 
lovingly restored historic barn 
amongst crystal and candlelight 
chandeliers, antique jukeboxes, 
an extravagant Italian fountain, 
Schedule a visit: old fashioned player pianos and 


952-942-5220 artwork. The character and charm 
GreenAcresEventCenter.com < complemented with modern 


S conveniences making it perfect for 
Award-winning food by = events all year round. 


000 


14150 Pioneer Trail 
Eden Prairie 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start fo finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 
Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 


Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 


Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 


www.houseliftinc.com 


4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 


612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 
MN UC #8С378021 
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2014 
DINING OUT 
FOR LIFE 


BY PAT EVANS & JOY SUMMERS 


It’s that time of year again: Dining Out For Life, 
an annual fundraising event involving the generous 
participation of volunteers, corporate sponsors, and 
restaurants. You'll see KARE11 personalities, Sven 
Sundgaard, Rena Sarigianopoulos, and Blake Mc- 
Coy—in addition to hundreds of volunteers—wearing 
red aprons at your favorite restaurants that are gener- 
ously donating portions of their proceeds to benefit 
The Aliveness Project. 

Originating in Philadelphia in 1991, Dining Out ` 
For Life is now produced in 60 cities throughout the j ] 
United States and Canada. Across North America, 
more than $3 million dollars a year is raised to sup- 
port the missions of 60 outstanding HIV/AIDS ser- 
vice organizations. This year marks the 20th anniver- 
sary of Dining Out For Life in Minnesota, with more 
than 240 participating restaurants in the Twin Cities, 
Duluth, Mankato, and Rochester having agreed to 
donate a portion of their proceeds to The Aliveness 
Project. Founded in 1985, The Aliveness Project will T. 
have a direct and meaningful impact on the lives of 
more than 1,700 adults and children living with and 
affected by HIV/AIDS this year. Last year's Dining 
Out For Life in Minnesota raised over $255,000 in 
donations from generous restaurants, sponsors, and 
35,000 individual diners. This year, the goal has been 
set at $270,000 and 40,000 diners. We invite you to 
*Dine Out, Do Good" and have fun as you contribute 
and help reach and surpass those numbers! 

In observation of the 20th Anniversary of Dining 
Out For Life for The Aliveness Project, we gussied 
this restaurant coverage. Sven, Rena, and Blake—in 
addition to our food writers Pat Evans and Joy Sum- 
mers—glitzed up for our Dining Out For Life picks in 
these following pages. Read about the 20 highlighted 
choices and then plan your day to “Dine Out, Do 
Good" by checking out the full list of participating 
restaurants and the percentage of proceeds they'll be 
donating at www.diningoutforlife.com/minneapolis. 


Rena Sarigianopoulos, Sven Sundgaard, Blake McCoy, Pat Evans, and Joy Summers. 
Rena and Pat's hair/makeup by Bonnie Erickson; 

Blake and Joy's hair/makeup by Brett Dorrian of www.brettdorrianartistrystudios.com. 
Photo by Mike Hnida 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 
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Blackbird Café. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


Black Sheep Pizza. 
Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


BLACK SHEEP PIZZA 


What separates a good pizza from 

a truly great slice relies entirely on 
the crust. A simple mixture of flour 
and yeast can land so many ways. 

The ones you'll find inside Black 
Sheep Pizza are crackle-crisp on the 
bottom and satisfyingly chewy in 

the center with just enough salt and 

a blistered top soul-kissed by that 
coalfire oven. There are standard 
toppings like a thinly sliced pepperoni 
or a fennel-redolent sausage, but I 
suggest starting with the meatball and 
creamy, fresh ricotta cheese spiked 
with garlic. Don’t worry about your 
breath. If you order their Farmer’s 
Market salad of fresh greens tossed 
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with locally sourced produce and a 
tangy vinaigrette, you'll leave with a 
very happy mouth. 


www.blacksheeppizza.com 
-JOY 


BLACKBIRD CAFÉ 


Just three words can describe 

this place: making Minneapolis 
yummier! There's a reason this is 
consistently voted one of the Cities' 
best neighborhood bistros; it's 
damned good. Sink your teeth into 
the Longhorn and you'll see why it 
is a comfort food classic. My mouth 
is watering as I think of the braised 
beef brisket topped with horsey mayo! 
Another lunchtime favorite is grilled 
Caesar salad with fried croutons. 
(Transparency alert: this was where 
Igot hooked on it!) They also have 
terrific soups which change daily. 


www.blackbirdmpls.com 
-PAT 


THE BEHINDES 
! GE 


G 


BOROUGH 

North Loop has become the 
destination for food fans of all stripes. 
Borough burst onto the scene and 
has continued to dazzle fans with 
their elegant, delicious food. There's 
nothing like the anticipation of 
watching that champagne-tinged 
broth tumble tableside into the 

large awaiting bowl with luscious 
potato pieces set in the bottom. 

Even something so simple as a 

soup is given their brand of elegant 
enhancement. If you'd really like to 
get dazzled, go straight for the duck 
breast with foie gras or their butter- 
poached lobster. Then again, it is hard 
to pass up that beautiful octopus like 
an arm of something from 10,000 
Leagues Under the Sea cooked into 
tender submission. Don't forget to 
order a couple of cocktails. This 
restaurant currently boasts one of the 
most impressive list of craft cocktail 
shakers in the cities. 


www.boroughmpls.com 
-JOY 


CHRISTOS 


After our winter of so much 
discontent, doesn't the idea of 
heading to the Greek islands and 
sitting down at a taverna sound pretty 
good about now? Good news, you can 
save the airfare and head here for a 
taste of Mediterranean hospitality. 
You can't go wrong with traditional 
and hearty favorites like Gyros or 
Moussaka. And there's also a great 
selection for non-meat eaters. I've 
found the spinach and feta cheese 
spanakopita to be particularly yummy. 
And the special house made dressing 
on the Greek salad always has me 
saying "opa" after the first bite. 


www.christos.com 
-PAT 


vive ee at n'n m m m 
CORNER TABLE 


This is the perfect excuse to get in 
and have a little dinner at Corner 
Table before the restaurant moves 
into their new digs down the street. 
Chef Thomas Boemer has a way 
with pork and no evening would be 
complete without a sample of his 
exquisite, mind-bending, mouth- 
pleasing pork belly topped with 
snappy little mustard seeds and often 
accompanied by a poached egg. 
Owner Nick Rancone always has a 
bottle of wine to match every menu 
item and a little vinyl to spin to set 
the perfect, laid back dining mood. 
Be certain to save room for dessert. 
The sweet potato donuts, dusted 
with powdered sugar with a chickory 
sauce, will help kickstart your 
tomorrow before today has ended. 
Dining Out for Life Meal(s): Dinner 
Percent Donated to The 
Aliveness Project: 25% 

4257 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis 
www.cornertablerestaurant.com 
-JOY 


EAGLEBOLTBAR 


Hands down one of the friendliest 
watering holes in Minneapolis, it 
may surprise some to hear that the 
EagleBOLTbar also serves up some 
of the tastiest and affordable food 

in town as well. It’s not just bears 
who can't resist the hearty, stick- 
to-your-ribs Eagle Burger prepared 
Cajun-style with fried onions and 
smothered with pepper jack cheese! 
And then there’s my personal fav, the 
GLBT...guacamole, lettuce, bacon, 
and tomato. Wash all that goodness 
down with a happy hour 2 -for-1 drink 
special, daily from 4 to 6 pm. 

Dining Out for Life Meal(s): Dinner 
Percent Donated to The 
Aliveness Project: 100% 

515 Washington Ave S., 
Minneapolis 
www.eagleboltbar.com 

-PAT 


ELI'S EAST 


The triangular-shaped building has an 
interesting layout, but once snuggled 
into one of those maroon banquettes, 
you'll find it works quite nicely for 

a great meal. Eli's East has a menu 
worth getting lost inside, but there 
are two things that someone at the 
table absolutely must order or you'll 
be missing out. One is their wings: 
be it a variety from the specials 
board or one of their standards like a 
honey-soy-drizzled-salty-sweet-savory 


Corner Table. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 
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wonder of a wing. The other item is a 
burger. They have a wonderful way of 
cooking a ground beef patty just the 
way you like it and setting it inside a 
satisfyingly squishy bun. Once you 
have those, you're free to run wild 
through the entrées, but just promise 
you'll remember these rules. 

Dining Out for Life Meal(s): 

Lunch, Dinner 

Percent Donated to The 

Aliveness Project: 3596 

815 E. Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
www.elisfoodandcocktails.com 
-JOY 


FIRELAKE GRILL HOUSE 
AND COCKTAIL BAR 


With its simple philosophy of 
providing fresh, local and sustainable 
food, Firelake Grill House long ago 
earned a place as a destination rather 
than just a restaurant in a hotel. 
Recently reopened after undergoing 
a massive and tasteful update, 
Firelake's downtown Minneapolis 
location at the Radisson Plaza Hotel is 
now as fresh as the organic chicken 
and duck eggs it serves up. I've 
actually dreamed about the simply 


amazing smoked salmon benedict. 
Menu offerings also include vegan 
and gluten-free options. 

Dining Out for Life Meal(s): 
Breakfast 

Percent Donated to 

The Aliveness Project: 5096 

2 locations: 31 South 7th Street in 
Minneapolis 

Radisson Blu Mall of America 
www.firelakerestaurant.com 
-PAT 
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Dine out at one of these participating restaurants on Thursday, April 24, and a portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to The Aliveness Project, a community center that serves people living with HIV/AIDS. 
It’s the easiest good deed you'll do this year — all you have to do is eat! 


В = Breakfast L=Lunch D = Dinner. Y = Includes alcohol ж =50%+ 
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For more information visit 


diningoutforlife.com Ki © 612-824-LIFE (5433) 


HARRIET BRASSERIE 


It’s extraordinary how quickly Harriet 
Brassierie went from new kid on 

the block to beloved neighborhood 
institution. Breakfast is my favorite 
meal to linger over, whether inside 
the cozy restaurant or sprawled out on 
that gorgeous patio. Their tres leches 
cake is the dessert of the creamy 
gods and their savory biscuit contains 
layer upon buttery layer. The spritely 
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colored spring pea soup, made with 
lovely little pea tendrils and plenty of 
cream, will have you dreaming of it 
long after the bowl is cleared. How 
did we ever live without this spot? 
Dining Out for Life Meal(s): 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Percent Donated to The 
Aliveness Project: 35% 

2724 W. 43rd St., Minneapolis 
www.harrietbrasserie.com 
-JOY 


HIGHLAND GRILL 


The Blue Plate Company has 
become known for their hearty 
breakfast, lunches worth lingering 
over, dinners fit for the whole family, 
and an uncanny ability to read a 
neighborhood and understand how 
a restaurant can best serve it. It all 
began with Stephanie Shimp and 
David Burley's first location in St. 
Paul's Highland neighborhood. The 
Highland Grill hasn't aged a bit, with 
sparkly booths, lime accents, and 
easy, cozy comfort. Breakfast includes 
classics like eggs done just the way 
you like them, slabs of smoky bacon, 
and locally roasted coffee that never 
seems to reach the bottom of the cup. 
Dining Out for Life Meal(s): 
Breakfast 

Percent Donated to The 
Aliveness Project: 35% 

711 Cleveland Ave. S., St. Paul 
www.highlandgrill.com 

-JOY 


ICEHOUSE 


Everyone knows that Icehouse is a 
fantastic venue to take in some local 
music, but it's occasionally forgotten 
that they also serve a barbecue beef 
brisket sandwich that will make your 
toes curl. Allow me to remind you 
that the chef inside this kitchen is 
the same that brought us Be'Wiched 
Deli, so they know their way around 
a midday meal. Or tuck into their 
extravagant burger augmented with 
foie gras and truffle bordelaise—it's 
worth the money and for a good 
cause! Even if you haven't got much 
room for food, it would be a sin to 
pass over their thunderously crunchy 
take on the classic buffalo wing 

or their cheese empanadas atop a 
dazzling green chimichurri sauce. 
Dining Out for Life Meal(s): 
Lunch, Dinner 

Percent Donated to The 
Aliveness Project: 25% 

2528 Nicollet Ave. S., Minneapolis 
www.icehousempls.com 

-JOY 


LUCIA'S 


Even the light seems softer and better 
inside Lucia's. It's hard to believe 

this gem of a restaurant has been 
operating for over 29 years, because 
the menu, interior. and food are just 
as fresh as ever. Cooking local foods 


before it was a thing, Lucia Watson 
tapped into a passion for conscious 
eating with her delicious meals. Today 
the legacy lives on in not just her 
eponymous restaurant, but also the 
wine bar and bakery. Lingering over a 
seasonal salad, perfectly dressed with 
a side of rich soup, is a beautiful way 
to break the midday fast. 

Dining Out for Life Meal(s): 

Lunch, Dinner 

Percent Donated to The 

Aliveness Project: 2596 

1432 W. 31st. St., Minneapolis 
www.lucias.com 

-JOY 


MANNY'S TORTAS 


'The Mecca of Mexican sandwiches, 
Manny's Tortas continues to lure 
fans into the heart of the Midtown 
Global Market. Super-crusty slices of 
bread are griddled up and positively 
stuffed to the hilt with ingredients. 
Your choice of meat is sizzled up 

hot on the griddle and layered with 
gooey cheese. The construction lends 
to the genius of these tortas! flavor 
perfection. Hot ingredients start at 
the bottom and that ever-important 
cheese layer keeps the tomato, 
avocado, raw onion, jalepefios, and 
lettuce fresh. Add in a swipe of 
creamy beans and a layer of chipotle- 
spiked mayo and you're home free. 
Every sandwich comes sliced in half, 
wrapped in paper and with a bag 

of chips. Get yourself some extra 
napkins and don't immediately make 
any dinner plans. 

Dining Out for Life Meal(s): 
Lunch, Dinner 

Percent Donated to The 
Aliveness Project: 20% 

Midtown Global Market, 

920 E. Lake St., 4125, and Mercado 
Central, 1515 E. Lake St., #103, 
Minneapolis 
www.mannystortas.com 

-JOY 


Lucia's. Photo by Gianna Lucci 
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Harriet Brasserie. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


RUSTICA 


Did you know it’s totally acceptable to eat cookies for 
breakfast? It’s true, if your dollars are going towards a good 
cause. Although, it’s hard to resist the siren call of those 
crispy, fudgey Rustica cookies, they also have several other 
ways to scratch your early day empty tummy itch. Inside 
these walls they stock some of the best-made bread in the 
Twin Cities. Baguettes crinkle and sing, milk bread stands 
at the ready, so tender to the tooth, and the Levain has that 
intoxicating sourdough perfume. There are also many baked 
goods, glistening pastries, and so much more to discover. 


www.rusticabakery.com 
-JOY 


oto by Hubert Bonnet 


Rustica. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


1 Wadi is recognized time and again as 
on З y in the Twin Cities. Although, you'll 
sometimes find him inside his World Street Kitchen truck or restaurant, 
it's at Saffron where his impressive fine dining muscles are flexed. The 
dishes here are a bewitching mix of exotic spices and deeply comforting 
foods. Even those squeamish about ordering anything beyond chicken 
will find themselves won over by their Spanish-inflenced take on octopus 
àla plancha. The always-polished service is another reason to stop inside 
this restaurant and the cocktails prepared by master mixologist Robb 
Jones are a reason to linger long into the night. 


www.saffronmpls.com 
-JOY 
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THE BUTTERED TIN 

Long before she teamed with pastry 
chef Alicia Hinze to open The Buttered 
Tin, co-owner Jennifer Lueck has been 
an outspoken ally. So, it only makes 
sense that they would leap at the 
chance to participate in Dining Out 
for Life. Open for breakfast and lunch 
every day in St. Paul’s Lowertown 
neighborhood fans flock for breakfast 
filled with oozing, golden egg yolks 
and ultra-crispy hashbrowns. Lunch 
includes sandwiches served on their 
housemade sunflower bread and 
comfort foods such as holiday leftover 
sandwiches. Easter “leftovers” means 
ham and scalloped potatoes served as 
Lueck says, “As God and I intended 
them to be.” Amen. The Buttered Tin 
is not only donating profits the day 

of Dining Out for Life, but they are 
also donating profits from all bakery 
sales. They are creating a very special 
Dining Out for Life cupcake. So, be an 
office hero and order ahead for a pile 
of pastries and handily take home the 
Favorite Coworker of the Year award. 


www.thebutteredtin.com 
-JOY 


Toast Wine Bar and Café. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


THE RABBIT HOLE 

Want to get a group of food fans fired 
up? Ask them who has the best fried 
chicken in the Twin Cities. Answers 
will likely range from nowhere to 
some hole-in-the-wall somewhere. 
For my money, it’s the 21 spice fried 
chicken that originated at The Left 
Handed Cook (and continues on 
inside their full-service restaurant 
space The Rabbit Hole). Tender 
chicken breasts are breaded with 

an intoxicating mix of dried spices. 
They are fried to a shatter-crisp crust 
and served with an array of sauces 
(don’t try to choose, just get them 
all). Whether topping a hearty rice 
bowl with sauteed greens, kimchi and 
a poached egg or just served on their 
own, this is a dish that must be eaten 
to be believed. 


www.eatdrinkrabbit.com 
-JOY 


TOAST WINE BAR 
AND CAFE 


What cozy cafés have done for 

the image of Paris, Toast Wine 

Bar and Café has accomplished 

for Minneapolis' North Loop 
neighborhood. Its casual and yet 
approachable wine bar and menu 
always make for a memorable 
evening. Not a wine snob? No 
worries; one of the friendly and 
knowledgeable servers can help guide 
you through the extensive selection. 
Custom cheese plates can include 
everything from Wisconsin cheddar 
to goat cheese from Spain. And 
there's a tasty selection of homemade 
flatbreads and antipasti plates. 


www.toastwinebarandcafe.com 
-PAT 


WILDE ROAST 


Wilde Roast is so much more than 

a spot for a fantastically decadent 
dessert or a spot to linger over bottles 
of wine with friends. A touchstone for 
the community and its Minneapolis 
neighbors, I love to begin a day inside 
here. The large windows and patio 
offer beautiful views of St. Anthony 
Main and those smoked gouda, gooey 
hashbrowns will keep you fueled even 
through the longest day. For those 
who are more sweet-inclined earlier 
in the day, I have just three words 


The Buttered Tin. Photo by Megan Dobratz of Studio Tart 


for you: Créme Brülée French Toast. 
Wait, that's how many words? Can't 
talk now, my mouth is full. 


www.wilderoastcafe.com 
-JOY 


ZEN BOX IZAKAYA 


This beguiling neighborhood spot 
on Washington Avenue is my secret 
spot when hitting a Guthrie show. 
The convivial atmosphere is as 
irresistible as the menu is filled with 
easy-to-share munchables like the 
chicken kara-age; fried chunks of 
chicken dipped in an alluring spicy 
sauce. However, if you have time to 
linger and want a filling meal, a bowl 
of their ramen is an absolute must. 
Chef/owner John Ng labors over 
perfecting his broth and studies the 
art of constructing this storied soup 
long before he even begins a bowl. 
If they're running one of their rare 
specials, it's mandatory that you order 
it. You'll thank me later. 


www.zenboxizakaya.com 
-JOY 
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RESTAURANT 


GUIDE 


BY PAT EVANS AND JOY SUMMERS 


You're going to want to grab a snack. We're thrilled to present our new restaurant guide! You may have 
noticed that, through the Taste Buds and Slice columns, we here at Lavender Magazine have been work- 
ing hard to bring you the tastiest bites to be found around town. In the following pages Pat Evans and Joy 
Summers have gathered the best new restaurants that have opened since our 2013 New Restaurant Guide & 
Preview, as well as a few that have already opened this year. Plus, we have a special sneak peek at what's to 
come...and a nice list of new breweries. So, you see, this isn't the sort of thing to read on an empty stomach. 
Please settle in; enjoy a bite of the Cities' restaurant scene. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 40 
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The d 
Melting Pot. 


a e restaurant 


(612) 338-9900 * MELTINGPOT.COM 
80 S. 9TH ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 


*Offer valid at this location only 


У 1,150 Wines’ , 


Ss 675 under $13 - 2 


Now thru May 3 ° Catalog at haskells.com 


@Haskell’s 


The Wine People! 


Minneapolis | Saint Paul | Bloomington | Burnsville | Chanhassen 
Excelsior | Faribault | Maple Grove | Minnetonka | Plymouth 


Stillwater | White Bear Lake | Woodbury 


À 76 Craft Beers on Draft 
GNOME 250 Distinctive Whiskies 


| wwwthehappyenome.com Adventurous Wines 
498 Selby Avenue, $ Paul | 651.287.2018 Contemporary Cuisine 
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A CUPCAKE 
SOCIAL 


Another food truck opens a 
shop, A Cupcake Social sells 
their irresistible cupcakes inside 
here all year long. 

3800 28th Ave. S., Minneapolis 
www.acupcakesocial.com 

-Joy 


BETTY DANGER'S 
COUNTRY CLUB: 
PREVIEW 


Expected to be a follow-up hit 
to Psycho Suzi's Motor Lounge 
and Donny Dirk's Zombie Den, 
Betty Danger's Country Club is 
purported to feature more hit 
food and drinks that we come to 
expect from owner Leslie Bock 
(and a ferris wheel!). 

2519 Marshall St., Minneapolis 
-Andy 


BONEYARD 
KITCHEN 
& BAR 


Southern fried charm shows up 
in abundance at this place that 
isn't afraid to woo your stomach 
with some seriously hearty 
fare. Fried chicken, sweet tea, 
pimento cheese, hush puppies, 
and biscuits are all represented 
well on the menu. We can't wait 
to celebrate a serious happy 
hour on their gorgeous patio. 
2841 Hennepin Ave. S., 
Minneapolis 
www.boneyarduptown.com 
-Joy 


ДО | LAVENDER | APRIL 17-30, 2014 


BRASSERIE 
ZENTRAL, 

CAFE ZENTRAL, 
FOREIGN LEGION 
WINE BAR: PREVIEW 


St. Paul's perennial favorite spot 
to dine out, Meritage, is about 
to get a major sister complex in 
downtown Minneapolis. Russell 
and Desta Klein are opening 

a space that will have several 
components including a ground 
floor restaurant, skyway shop, 
and wine and cheese store. 

505 Marquette Ave. S., 
Minneapolis 
www.zentral-mpls.com 

-Joy 


BURCH 
STEAKHOUSE AND 
PIZZA BAR 


Fans of 112 Eatery and Bar 

La Grassa have another Issac 
Becker creation to choose from: 
Burch is a completely fresh take 
on the steakhouse. The James 
Beard Award-winning Best Chef 
and his wife, with business 
partner Nancy St. Pierre, are 
conjuring up new magic at the 
old Burch pharmacy location 
on Hennepin Avenue. The 
inviting redesigned space is 
urban chic and pulsates with 

an energetic vibe. Along with a 
wide range of steaks in both size 
and type, you won't find any 
spuds with sour cream on top 
here. Starches come in the form 
of delicious dumplings such 

as gnocchi. Downstairs you 
can order from an impressive 
and diverse selection of pizza 
offerings. 

1942 Hennepin Ave., 
Minneapolis 
www.burchrestaurant.com 
-Pat 


Photo by Michelle L. Fisher Photography 
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THE BUTTERED TIN 


While there are most certainly comfort-food memories 

to be found inside, like sticky slices of coconut cake and 

a stroke-of-genius Easter dinner sandwich, everything is 
executed at a higher level than a home cook could ever 
hope to achieve. The restaurant, located in St. Paul’s 
Lowertown neighborhood, doesn't feel like a throwback. 
The walls are the color of lemon buttercream, capped with 
chocolate-colored tin ceilings and filled with gleaming 
white accents. It’s elegant without being fussy. 

237 7th St. E., St. Paul 


THE BUTTERED TIN 
L  . g 


CHEF SHACK RANCH 


The ladies that led the food truck revolution in the Twin 
Cities have parked their big, red beauties outside of this new 
Seward brick-and-mortar location. Carrie and Chef Lisa give 
us comfort foods that are done as only they can and the 
kicky, rustic interior has us ready to settle in and stay a while 
at The Ranch. 

3025 E. Franklin Ave., Minneapolis 
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ONLY $100 


Announcement includes photo and up to 
50 words. Appears in print, online iPad 
and iPhone editions for 2 weeks. 


For more information call 


612-436-4698 
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= ADVERTISING 
W ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE 
WANTED 


Work as an 
Advertising 
Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media. 


Great 
Commission! 
Fun working 
environment! 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


` Let time travels inc. & dm 
5: plan your perfect, 


. * stress-free vacation for: 


; V Travel Consulant ` 
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Q Quorum Section 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


QUORUM 


Welcome to this month’s installment of the 
Twin Cities Quorum section of Lavender. 
Quorum members receive discounted 
advertising rates, just one of the many 
advantages of being a member of Twin Cities 
Quorum. Current members should contact 

a sales rep at Lavender for all the details, 

or visit the “Lavender & Quorum” page on 
twincitiesquorum.com. 


Quorum is the Twin Cities GLBT & Allied 
Chamber of Commerce. Quorum champions 
the business case for a fully inclusive 
community as a conduit for economic 
development and a leader in the continuum 

of change. Quorum also hosts 4 monthly 
networking events: Quorum Coffee, Women’s 
Networking Lunch, Networking Happy Hour and 
Quorum Young Professionals Networking, visit 
our “Events” page on our website. 


Mark your calendars for our upcoming events: 


The Quorum Community Leadership Awards is 
a very special night for the GLBT and Allied 
Community, and this year it will be hosted 

by our former Executive Director - Sam 
McClure. Quorum will recognize and honor five 
exceptional people or organizations, nominated 
by their peers and chosen by the Quorum 


Twin Cities LGBT + Allied Business Community 


Leadership Awards Selection Committee. You 
will have a very rare opportunity to hear their 
stories and find out what inspires and motivates 
them. We hope you will find this to be one of 
the most powerful and uplifting events of the 
year. This year’s event will be at Pinstripes in 
Edina. Register today at twincitiesquorum.com 


After hosting the 2014 Twin Cities 
Quorum Community Leadership Awards, Sam 
McClure will be hosting the NGLCC Road Show 


Harvey Zuckman. 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years EXberfericednt 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. 


e Minneapolis * (612) 822-0865 


www.jerryaburg.com 
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to talk to local businesses about becoming 
certified LGBT Business Enterprises (LGBTEs). 
Plan on attending this informative session to 
help grow your business. NGLCC Corporate 
partners are looking for more certified small 
businesses in the Twin Cities for products 

and services. This event will be co-hosted by 
Certified Quorum Members Jasper + Black 
LLC and Rubin Cordaro Design at 115 N 1st 
Street in the Warehouse District in Minneapolis. 
Register today at twincitiesquorum.com 


We would like to take this opportunity to 
recognize one of the Twin Cities' longest 
running and brightest business stars, Harvey 
Zuckman and FirstTech. From 1977 to 2014, 
FirstTech held the distinction of being the oldest 
distributer of Apple Products in the US from the 
same location. 


Though FirstTech has now closed, Harvey's legacy 
on the Twin Cities will continue. Harvey has been 
a strong supporter of Twin Cities Quorum since 

its beginnings, has participated in the Red Ribbon 
Ride for over a decade, and has been involved 
with Community Shares, MN United, Metro IBA, 
and the Minnesota Freedom Band. 


A heartfelt thanks to you Harvey, and your 
family, for your significant contributions to the 
Twin Cities and our business community. 
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of the Year. 


Wills & Trusts e Small Business Law 
Domestic Partnerships e Adoptions 


Amy Johnson, Esq. 
Advising individuals and businesses as they age and grow. 
Johnson Law • 612.377.3777 e www.johnsonlawonline.com 
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Is2014 the yearyou make amove? 


Free Buyer Consultations and Equity Reviews for Homeowners 


Marilyn Farinella, MBA, GRI, CRS 


612-644-0451 
MarilynFarinella.com or 
facebook.com/marilynfarinellarealtor? fref=ts 


Twin Cities LGBT + Allied Business Community QUORUM 


STAND 


Kg» FARMERS 


GIVING YOUR BRAND A VOICE 


REMY 


Follow us v 
Gbiggaynews "UNI. em 
Kay T. Johnson 


If this doesn't scare you away from 
marriage, let us help file your joint 
tax returns! 


$50 joint return reviews 
We'll show you what your 2012 returns would 
have looked like if you filed jointly. 


*Jean M. Brandl | Rebecca Heltzer 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 
OR Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 
Professionals Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Real Estate, Criminal Defense, 


Civil Litigation, Business Transactions, Domestic Partnerships, 
Wills and Powers of Attorney, Professional Licensing and Discipline, and Mediation. 
4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 *Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
. е **Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 


p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 


RORTax.com WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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CORNER TABLE 
PROJECTS: 
RELOCATION & PREVIEW 


I've already got my seat 

all picked out at the new 
incarnation of Corner Table 
which will be located in what 
was previously La Chaya Bistro 
in South Minneapolis. This 
elegant little neighborhood spot 
continues to evolve in their new 
space with handmade rustic 
wood booths and custom- 
made wallpaper. This space 

is even more suited for their 
stunning plates of delicious 
food. The patio will soon be 
lush and ready for basking 
season. Meanwhile, their former 
address won't be vacant for 
long. Chef Thomas Boemer and 
Nick Rancone are transforming 
the spot into a low-country 
influenced casual hang with 
what l've been promised will 
be the best fried chicken in 
town. Boemer grew up in 
South Carolina and knows a 
thing or three about a biscuit. 
They'll offer sit-down service, 
take-away, and even pre-made 
picnic baskets for your summer 
adventures. 

4537 Nicollet Ave. S. (new 
location) and 4257 Nicollet Ave. 
S. (new concept), Minneapolis 
www.cornertablerestaurant. 
com 

-Joy 


COUP D'ÉTAT 


Even before you take a bite of 
the French- and Mediterranean- 
inspired food, there is 
something satisfying about 

this fresh addition to the 
Minneapolis restaurant and bar 
scene. The place is gorgeous. 
Tall ceilings with spectacular 
sparkling chandeliers, 
herringbone wood floors, and a 
giant 25'-wide chalkboard menu 
spread high above the open 
kitchen are jaw-dropping. Think 
upscale French café but not too 
fussy. "We wanted this to be 
approachable but different," 
co-owner Jacob Toledo tells 
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me. "When someone says, 'Oh 
my god, that bone marrow is 
amazing,' | know we have hit 

it. We wanted to mix comfort 
foods with small special things 
that everyone can share." 

2923 Girard Ave. S., Minneapolis 
www.coupdetatmpls.com 

—Pat 


DAILY DINER 
FROGTOWN 


Not only is this a nice spot for 
an updated diner menu, but it 
also employs some members 
of the Frogtown community 
who are rebuilding their lives 
through Union Gospel Mission. 
615 University Ave., St. Paul 
www.dailydinerfrogtown.com 
-Joy 


EAT STREET 
BUDDHA KITCHEN 
LOUNGE 


The erstwhile Azia space on 

Eat Street still has that flash of 
contemporary Asian flare, but 
these guys are running their 
own show, serving sushi and so 
much more. 

2550 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis 
www.eatstreetbuddha.com 
-Joy 


Photos courtesy of Eat Street Buddha Kitchen Lounge 


OUR SCENE 
‘WITH PAT EVANS | PHOTOS PY H 


coup d'état 


UPTOWN'S CLASSY COUP 


SCENE 


The Freehouse 


BEER TO BREAKFAST AND BEYOND. 


THE 
FREEHOUSE 


THE FREEHOUSE 


Did your mom ever tell you 

not to miss breakfast because 
it’s the most important meal of 
the day? Mine sure did, but I’m 
pretty certain she never thought 
about chasing it down with craft 
beer. Mimosas maybe—but at 
least that calls for some orange 
juice. The Freehouse microbrew 
restaurant in the Minneapolis 
booming North Loop is the 
newest spot in the Twin Cities 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


where you can start and end 
your day with three squares 
and some suds. Serving up 
breakfast is nothing new to 
Stephanie Shimp and business 
partner David Burley of the 
Blue Plate restaurant group. 
For decades, their delicious 
take on the morning meal has 
been luring customers to their 
other successful Twin Cities 
restaurants: Highland Grill, 
Edina Grill and The Lowry. 


Shimp and Burley know how to 
deliver notable neighborhood 
hot spots, but this is the pair’s 
first foray into the brew pub 
realm. 

701 Washington Ave. N., 
Minneapolis 


—Pat 


FRENCH MEADOW 


They've got the same menu, 
but the spiffed up interior at the 
new St. Paul location of The 
French Meadow is worth a visit. 
Located near the Macalester 
campus, it's a great spot for 
neighbors, students, professors, 
and anyone else looking for 
some good organic grub. 

1662 Grand Ave., St. Paul 


-Joy 


GLAM DOLL 
DONUTS 


Donuts to the late night lurkers! 
Fried dough fans are loving their 
traditional and quirky takes. 
2605 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis 
www.facebook.com/ 
GlamDollDonuts 

-Joy 


GLAM DOLL 
DONUTS 
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HAMMER & SICKLE SCH 
VODKA BAR "St: 


Russian food, vodka, and some unfortunate "e 
menu jokes about Chernobyl. 
1300 Lagoon Ave., Minneapolis 
www.hammerandsicklempls.com 
-Joy 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 
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For pizza lovers it do 


| 
worthy selection A 


“Sy sensational chef/ow, 
|` started with Pizzeria 
——eontinues at this ne 
in the Sunnyside ne 
of Edina. Designed fe 
slice selection (but yo 
order a whole pie as wë 
the variety of options to E J s 
choose from is impressive, =. us ez 
| from the straightforward 
.Rita with tomato sauce, basil * 
and fresh mozzarella to the 
more complex—but equally 
delicious—Adobo chicken. This 
place had me (excuse me, Jerry 
McGuire) at hello! ' 
3904 Sunnyside Rd., Edina | 
www.hellopizza.com 
-Pat 


HEN HOUSE 


Peter's Grill has faded into 
Minneapolis restaurant history, 
but this new spot at that 
address is ready to carry on the 
| comfort food tradition. They are 
"now open and have breakfast 
= available all day long and made 
* with local ingredients, as well as 
k a full bar. 
114 S. 8th St. (old Peter's Grill 
location), Minneapolis. 
www.henhouseeatery.com 
-Joy 


HEYDAY: 


This spot from Chef Jim 
Christiansen (our former cover gei, 


egw 


K 


— s 


boy) and Lorin Zinter is edging N 
ever closer to opening. The [ 
two once worked together at А 


La Belle Vie, which is surely 

a good proving ground for 

running a restaurant well. This 

casual neighborhood hang "P 
will have a full bar to pair with 
Christiansen's fantastic fare. 

2702 Lyndale Ave., Minneapolis e 
www.heydayeats.com == 
—Joy 


by Hubert Bonnet 
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HOLA AREPA 


Although they still weren’t open when 
we went to press, this new brick-and- 
mortar version of the beloved food truck 
should be ready to serve you sit-down 
arepas any moment now. | can't wait 

to get a taste of co-owner Birk Stefan 
Grudem's cocktails (he used to work at 
Town Talk Diner and Bradstreet). Plus, 
his beautiful partner, Christina Nguyen, 
has some of the best taste this side of 

a runway, so we know the room will be 
а stunner. The menu will be filled with 
reasonably priced and sustainably made 
Latin American dishes. If this isn’t one of 
the best restaurants of 2014, I'll eat my 
hat (doused in their homemade tomatillo 
salsa). 

3501 Nicollet Ave. S., Minneapolis 


-Joy 


HONEY & RYE 
BAKEHOUSE 


A new neighborhood bakery in St. Louis 
Park, we're charmed by their honor-paid 
baguettes by the door and in hardcore 
love with the fresh-baked sweets. 

4501 Excelsior Blvd., St. Louis Park 


-Joy 


Photo courtesy of Honey & Rye Bakehouse 


CloseytomrheyXcelfEneroyAc enter & Tro ben? Ve burgermoes\com 


Lunchtime Delivery Everywher 


Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 
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MOSCOW ON THE HILL 


RUSSIAN RESTAURANT AND VODKA BAR 


371 SELBY AVE. * SAINT PAUL 


> (651) 291-1236 • MOSCOWONTHEHILL.COM 
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BANQUETS * SECLUDED PATIO * LUNCH & DINNE. 
WEDDINGS * EXTENSIVE VODKA MENU CATERING 
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Two Happy Hours 

7 dave a wroeek! 

7 days a week! 

3-6pm and 9pm-1am 

$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 

$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer E] 

$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm E 

Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour 

on Monday & Tuesdays! 3 E 

oue gung cel Energy Center events bar ae D Sun-Mon Пат-9рт TuesSat Пат-10рт 

- 4168 W Broadway Ave. | Robbinsdale | 763-537-3700 

www.nonnarosaswinebar.com 


Happy Hour * Half-Price Wine * Pasta Bar Lunch 
Catering * Carryout * Venetian Inspired Banquet Room 


Eet Ta Seet БҮ ҮЧЕ ЧИҮПҮБЫТО2 6512278100 
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HOUSE OF CURRY 


We're hard up for authentic Sri 
Lankan food in the Metro Area, 
and this new spot is hungrily filling 
that hole. Fans are flocking from all 
parts of town to try this new spot. 
3420 150th St. W., Ste. 119, 
Rosemount 


-Joy 


IZZY'S ICE CREAM 


Izzy's outgrew their St. Paul location 
and built themselves a factory— 
complete with tasting room—near 
the shores of the Mississippi River. 
1100 2nd St. S., Minneapolis 


-Joy 


KYATCHI 


Sarah and Sam Peterson, two 
siblings, teamed up with former 
Fuji Ya chef Hide Tozawa to open 
this sustainable seafood spot. They 
serve sushi, ramen, salads, yakitori, 
hot dogs, and more. Try the flying 
squid with Kewpie mayo. 

3758 Nicollet Ave. S., Minneapolis 


-Joy 


IZZY'S 
ICE CREAM 
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LA FRESCA 


Chef Hector Ruiz continues to dominate Grand Avenue with his third 
restaurant on this stretch of South Minneapolis. The menu focuses 
on fresh Mexican fare. Check out the masa (naturally gluten-free) 
empanadas. 

4750 Grand Ave. S., Minneapolis 

www.lafrescampls.com 

-Joy 


LA 
FRESCA 
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LAKE 
& 
IRVING 


LAKE & IRVING 
Two brothers returned to Minneapolis 
from running successful restaurants afar 
to try their hands at the Minneapolis 
restaurant business. The room is both 
wide open and cozy, with an easy 
neighborhood vibe that makes me long 
for the days when | lived nearby. The 
food is both approachable and elevated 
with a little Hawaiian twist. Somehow, 
word hasn't yet gotten out that they 
have one of the best weekend brunches 
in town. Let's just keep that between you 
and me. 

1513 W. Lake St., Minneapolis 


-Joy 


Photo courtesy of Lake & Irving 
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LITTLE SZECHUAN 


The masters of fiery spice have added a third location to the Little 
Szechuan empire with this new spot near the U of M. 

Stadium Village, 304 Oak St. SE, Minneapolis 
www.littleszechuan.com 

-Joy 


LYN 65 KITCHEN AND BAR: preview 


Ben Rients, formerly of Restaurant Alma, will be opening a casual eatery 
and bar soon in Richfield. Also just announced, the cast will include 
Travis Serbus (formerly of Butcher & the Boar) running the bar and 

craft cocktail program and Jason Sawicki, another longtime cook from 
Restaurant Alma. 

6439 Lyndale Ave., Richfield 

www.facebook.com/lyn65kitchenandbar 

-Joy 


MARIN 


Marin (pronounced like Marin County in California) is the sister restaurant 
to Mill Valley Kitchen. Owner Craig Bentdahl and Chef Mike Rakun believe 
that dining should leave eaters feeling good. Rakun explained, "We've 

all left restaurants after eating a meal that tastes delicious, but you walk 
out feeling not so good." Their goal is to create consciously aware 
dishes. Ingredients are sustainable, handled in a way that preserves 

their integrity and nourishes diners. Each menu item has the caloric stats 
listed as well as if they are vegan or gluten-free. To do all this without 
relying on the chef rule that "fat is flavor" is incredibly ambitious. Instead 
they utilize all kinds of other flavor enhancers - like pureed vegetables 

to create that same velvety mouth feel that is usually created by artery- 
clogging oils. Nuanced flavors are played with using different spices and 
chilies. They mainly cook with heart-friendly olive oil. 

901 Hennepin Ave. S., Minneapolis 

www.marinrestaurant.com 

-Joy 


MATTIE'S ON MAIN: PREVIEW 


The owners of our beloved Wilde Roast Cafe, Dean Schlaak and Tom 
DeGree, with Brian Gilligan, are in the midst of some major renovations 
at this neighboring riverside spot in Minneapolis. Once they're finished, 
the restaurant will shine with a huge patio, cabaret stage space, and a 
dazzling cocktail and food menu. 

43 Main St. SE, Minneapolis 

www.mattiesonmain.com 

-Joy 


MERCHANT: preview 


World-renowned chef Gavin Kaysen is leaving Cafe Boulud in New York 
City and heading home to Minnesota. One of the most earth-shaking 
bits of food news is that this bold-name culinary star is heading for the 
Minneapolis. The space will be inside one of the historic buildings in the 
North Loop and is expected to open in late 2014. 

-Joy 
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NICO’S TACO AND TEQUILA BAR 


The two-story house on Hennepin has found new owners with 
the chef/owner Alejandro Victoria (who also has Amore Victoria). 
Nico’s Tacos and Tequila Bar is serving authentic recipes from 
Chef Victoria’s homeland in Michoacan. 

2516 Hennepin Ave. S., Minneapolis 

www.nicostacobar.com 

-Joy 
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DATE NIGHT i 
Every Thursday after 6pm p 


co MITTIT 


2 Entrees or Any Pizza D 
535100 X ? NE 
6 Twin Cities Locations 
including West End! 


| 


Bottle of Wine 


SERVING $50 off your wedding band 
BEER & purchase of $350 or more! 


WINE 


Use Promo Code: LVD100 


WEDDING DAY 


AA oret www.weddingdaydiamonds.com 


*Offer valid in store and online. Not valid on previous purchases, trade ins, Simon G, Verragio, loose diamonds, semi-mounts or fashion 


2403 E 38TH STREET - MINNEAPOLIS - 612-729-1122 jewelry. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit one per couple. 


PERPE 


OA 


A 


612 827 5847 
christopherfriend@edinarealty.com 
www.christopherfriend.edinarealty.com 
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POTTER'S 
PASTIES 
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ORIGAMI 
UPTOWN 


Long considered the best 
sushi to be found in the Twin 
Cities, they’ve expanded 

to a lively Uptown location 
with a great happy hour and 
Japanese whiskey selection. 
1354 Lagoon Ave., 
Minneapolis 


-Joy 


PASTICCERIA 
COSSETTA 


An entire pasticceria (Italian 
pastry shop) was imported 
from Italy into Cossetta's 
new concept. Cakes, 
chocolate, pastries, gelato, 
and all manner of addictive 


confections are found inside. 


211 7th St. W., St. Paul 


-Joy 


= 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 
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PIG ATE MY 
PIZZA 


The Travailians do pizza. 

An experience for all of 

the senses—especially the 
stomach—you should try the 
Piggy Pie on brioche crust. 
4154 W. Broadway Ave., 
Robbinsdale 


-Joy 


POTTER'S 
PASTIES 


Everyone's favorite edible 
handwarmers have found a 
permanent home. From the 
owners of the Potter's Pasties 
truck, they're now serving the 
savory goodies wrapped in 
pie crust for take-away inside. 
1828 Como Ave. SE, 
Minneapolis 


-Joy 


PRAIRIE DOGS: 


What began as a pop-up is 
fast closing in on a permanent 
home. Craig Johnson 
(formerly the chef at Spill 

the Wine) and experienced 
restaurant consultant/chef 
Tobie Nidetz are creating craft 
sausages and hoping for an 
Uptown address. Watch their 
Facebook updates to find their 
fare. 

Unknown, Minneapolis 


-Joy 


PUBLIC KITCHEN 
& BAR: 


Run by first time restaurateur 
Carol March, this Lowertown 
spot will be situated between 
Barrio and Bin Wine Bar with 
beautiful views of Mears Park. 
We expect a full bar and lunch 
and dinner service with a 
summer opening date. 

6th Street, St. Paul 

-Joy 


Minnesota Monthly 


MASONS 


RESTAURANT | BARRE 


PN 


WEEKEND BRUNCHES 
FROM ALL LOCAL 
SCRATCH INGREDIENTS 


BLINDS DRAPES SHUTTERS SHADES & MORE 


Choose from the latest products, colors, and styles in the comfort of your own home! 


952-270-2898 


Each franchise is independently owned and operated 


HOUSEMADE 


BLOODY MARY 
$5 


BOTTOMLESS Creating LIFESTYLE 


MIMOSAS Building and Remodeling unique Twin Cities homes since 1977 
$ A Lic. #BC006077 


$6 parking anytime - ask for validation 
masonsmn.com | 612.516.3344 
528 Hennepin Ave So (6th and Hennepin) 


Lav. tasn 


justin jones | brandon mccray 


a quarterly style column 
for lavender magazine 


Tour this unique custom home during the 
2014 Minneapolis-St. Paul Home Tour 
April 26-27 www.msphometour.com 


Photo by Serah Sauser Vu J OV | C H 
PROUDLY FEATURING 
Twitter = @lav_fash 612-338-2020 MARVIN ë 
Instagram = @lavfashofficial $ асс ш vujovich.com 


BBB. 


Built around you: 


Facebook = Lav.fash Official 
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THE RABBIT HOLE 


Thomas Kim and Kat Melgaard 
are in a whole new world. It’s 

one that includes a beautiful new 
room, built almost entirely by 
their four hands, a restaurant that 
suits the unique neighborhood, 
perfect for both the punky bike 
gangs that build those sky-high 
mobile art installations and the 
9-5 works from nearby offices. The 
two first arrived in Minneapolis 
from Los Angeles with the idea to 
open a hip little restaurant where 
they could put Melgaard’s keen 
eye for design in play with Kim’s 
considerable culinary chops. After 
a successful run as a food stall, 
The Left Handed Cook, in Midtown 
Global Market, Thomas and Kat 
shifted all of their time and talent 
to a new full-service restaurant 
and bar located at MGM as well, 
The Rabbit Hole. It’s proven to 

be wildly successful with craft 
cocktails to satisfy the happy hour 
and late night crowds alike. 
Midtown Global Market, 920 E. 
Lake St., #101, Minneapolis 
www.facebook.com/ 
EatDrinkRabbit 

-Joy 


RED COW 


The old Blockbuster Video store 
near 50th & France has been 
transformed into a very stylish 
burger joint and more. Owner 
Luke Shimp, formerly of Blue Plate 
Restaurant Company, has used his 
considerable experience to great 
effect here. As the name implies, 
Red Cow has a vast array of 
burgers from beef to bison . One of 
the memorables: the 60/40...6096 
angus beef with 4096 ground 
bacon. Talk about a protein punch, 
| felt like | could run a marathon 
after eating that one! Seared 

tuna and cheese curds along with 
made-from-scratch soups give the 
menu variety and depth. Wash it 
all down with one of the dozens 
of wine and beer choices, many of 
the suds are on tap. 

3624 W. 50th St., Minneapolis 
www.redcowmn.com 

—Pat 
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RELEVE 
CHAMPAGNE 
LOUNGE 


There’s a new happy hour hot spot 
in downtown Minneapolis and 

it's inside the bar at Cosmos. The 
new Relevé pours a whole ton of 
different kinds of bubbly wine. 
You can mix your own champagne 
cocktails or remain a purist. The 
menu allows you to go high-brow 
with caviar or low-brow with 
flatbread pizzas—guess which way 
| went? 

Graves 601 Hotel, 601 1st Ave. N., 
Minneapolis 
www.relevelounge.com 

-Joy 


RINCÓN 38 


Chef Hector Ruíz has a lot on his 
plate. The busy chef and owner of 
Café Ena and the newly opened 
Rincón 38 and La Fresca is a 
hands-on businessman, pouring 
himself into his restaurants. Ruíz 
is an established Minneapolis 
restaurateur. Rincón 38 

has a worldly appeal with a 
neighborhood feel. The menu 
features dishes like bacalao, fried 
salt cod fritters, a popular Spanish 
snack and a great dish for pairing 
with beer (or sangria - the EI 
Meson recipe is in full effect here) 
as well are queso frito — fried 
cheese and patas bravas, fried 
potatoes. There are quite a few 
local brews on tap and a well- 


Photo courtesy of Red Cow 


selected wine list. There аге a 
number of very affordable glasses 
and bottles on display. 

3801 Grand Ave. S., Minneapolis 
www.rincon38.com 

-Joy 


SAINT DINETTE: 
PREVIEW 


J.D. Fratzke and Tim Niver have 
built something very special at 
The Strip Club Meat & Fish in St. 
Paul. Diners and drink enthusiasts 
visit from far and wide for their 
locally sourced dishes, modern 
supper club vibe, and singular 
hospitality. Now the duo are 
heading down the hill to open a 
new joint in Lowertown, right next 
to the farmers market. Niver told 
me it will be “upscale flannel.” 
l'm not sure what that means, but 
l'm hoping there will be poutine. 
I’m donning my best plaid shirt 
and starting a line right now 
(even though they're still under 
construction and we've likely got 
some more waiting to do). 

280 E. 5th St., St. Paul 
www.saintdinette.com 

-Joy 


SANDCASTLE 


Summer got a little brighter and a whole lot tastier last year when husband-and-wife duo, 
Doug Flicker and Amy Greeley, along with business partner, Chele Payer, opened this sleek 
beachside concession stand on Lake Nokomis. Flicker is, of course, the culinary powerhouse 
behind Piccolo in Minneapolis. The menu isn't outside of the beachside ordinary with hotdogs 
and cheese curds, but they've also got the best horchata in the Cities as well as Indian fry 
bread and a killer local beer selection. After a shortened season last year, we can't wait to see 
what they'll be serving this summer. 

4955 Nokomis Pkwy. W., Minneapolis 


-Joy 


SEVENTH STREET SOCIAL 


The West 7th neighborhood got a classy new joint in the remade Casa Vieja spot. Burgers, 
fried chicken, ribs, and cocktails are all familiar classics with a contemporary twist. Get the salt 
and pepper fries with cheese curds and pot roast gravy. 

2176 W. 7th St., St. Paul 


-Joy 


SMOKE IN THE PIT 


Barbecue comes to the Powderhorn neighborhood. Take-out only, get some ribs, chicken 
wings, beef brisket, and more. 

3733 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis 

-Joy 


SMOKE IN 
THE PIT 
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SPYHOUSE COFFEE 


NORTHEAST 


Spyhouse Coffee continues to dazzle with their 
third location, a wide-open room filled with light 
and rough-hewn wood where they continue to 


serve their excellent coffee. 


945 Broadway St. NE, Minneapolis 


www.spyhousecoffee.com 
-Joy 


Photo courtesy of Spyhouse Coffee Northeast 


SOCIALISTA: preview 


Not much is yet known about 
this forthcoming North Loop 
spot, except that it will be run 
by one of the former owners of 
Babalu. We are intrigued. 
Washington Ave, Minneapolis 
-Joy 


SONORA GRILL 


The handsome fellows of the 
best cheap eats inside Midtown 
Global Market have expanded 
down East Lake Street. The new 
Sonora Grill is a full-service 
restaurant with an expanded 
menu and a full bar. 

3300 E. Lake St. (second 
location), Minneapolis 
www.facebook.com/SonoraGrill 
-Joy 


THE SPARROW 
CAFE 


This adorable neighborhood 
café with the stunning 
sparrow mural serves up 
delicious organic and fair trade 
coffee, pastries, soups, and 
sandwiches. 
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5001 Penn Ave. S., Minneapolis 
www.sparrowcafe.com 
-Joy 


SPILL THE WINE: 
RELOCATION 


It was never Katie Greeman's 
dream to open a wine bar. 

It was just that everything 

fell so perfectly into place. 
Now, with the move from the 
original location into a space 
that used to be a cycle shop, 
this incarnation of Spill the 
Wine somehow feels just like 
it was meant to be here and 
exist in this time. The interior 
is filled with reclaimed wood, 
refurbished tables and delicate 
touches. The room is wide 
open, accented by art from a 
local artist. The bar is supported 
by giant wine barrels. A dark 
wood ladder allows staff to 
access higher stashed bottles. 
The entry way is marked by 

a small couch with color- 
popping accent pillows and an 
aquamarine water dispenser. 
When the weather is warmer, 
the windows along Bryant will 
open up and soon there will 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


be a pergola-topped patio out 
back with sixteen seats.The food 
is conducive to hanging out, 
plenty of small plates to share. 
901 W. Lake St., Minneapolis 
www.spillthewinerestaurant. 
com 

-Joy 


SUSHI FIX 


Sushi Fix began its life as a 
food truck serving up Edo- 
style sushi on the streets of 
Minneapolis. Seafood fans took 
note of the exceptional quality, 
perfectly prepared rice, and the 


SPYHOUSE 
COFFEE 
NORTHEAST 


irresistible enthusiasm of chef/ 
owner Billy Tserenbat. Now, 
even those who fear to travel 
outside of the inner city are 
making the trek to Wayzata to 
dine on his scrumptious sushi 
dishes (and maybe a little nip 
of his fantastic saké collection). 
They're only open for dinner 
and it's worth the drive if you 
aren't lucky enough to live in the 
Western 'burbs. 

862 E. Lake St., Wayzata 
www.sushifix.net 


-Joy 


* 


THE 
SPARROW 
CAFE 


TERZO VINO BAR 


The Broder family continues 
their domination of this 
neighborhood with their latest 
restaurant. An elegant, cozy 
room with an astounding menu 
and glorious wine list, it’s an 
instant classic. Whether wading 
through the house-made salumi, 
sampling crusty bruschetta, or 
lingering over a whole roasted 
branzino, the entire menu is 
worth exploring—even better 

if you bring friends who like to 
share. This is another charming 
gem that enhances this zip code 
thanks to this talented family. 
2221 W. 50th St., Minneapolis 


-Joy 


TONGUE IN 
CHEEK: 


The one-time chef of W. A. Frost, 
Leonard Anderson, alongside 
Ashleigh Newman and Ryan 


Huseby, is opening a new 
restaurant on the Eastside 
featuring only sustainably raised 
meat and produce. They expect 
to be open some time in June. 
989 Payne Ave., St. Paul 


-Joy 


THE TORPEDO 
ROOM TIKI BAR 
(AT EAT STREET 
SOCIAL) 


In the throes of the polar vortex, 
there was no better place to give 
Old Man Winter a proper "F 

U" than inside this room at Eat 
Street Social. Now, emerging 
from the cold, we can flock to 
the place that's adorned with 
tiki paraphernalia with a cocktail 
list that is both whimsical and 
deadly serious. Right down to 
their house-made spiced rum, 
every concoction is deliriously 
fun to quaff and layered with 
sophisticated flavors. No matter 


the outside weather, | love 
sucking down one of their mint 
julep-inspired snow cones. Food 
includes interesting items like a 
steamed bun stuffed with Spam. 
18 W. 26th St., Minneapolis 


-Joy 


TOWN HALL 
LANES 


The Town Hall Brewery folks 
bought a bowling alley! They've 
got their same astounding 
selection of beer and satisfying 
grub that fans have come to 
expect. 

5019 34th Ave. S., Minneapolis 


On Facebook: Town Hall Lanes 
-Joy 


TRAVAIL AND THE 
ROOKERY 


The new location is just a 
couple of storefronts down the 


street from the original Travail- 
turned-Pig Ate My Pizza. They 
demolished two buildings, 

but the new restaurant space 

is housed within four walls. 

(It's next to Walgreens, which 
wouldn't be of note, except 
that this is how everyone in 
Robbinsdale describes it: two 
shops down, on Main Street, 
next to Walgreens.) The new 
Travail is really two restaurants. 
One is a fine dining party where 
you might have popcorn or 
bread thrown at your head. 
Travail nightly has a tasting 
menu where the chefs stretch 
their creativity. The Rookery 
features craft cocktails and a 
slew of small bites at reasonable 
prices. Both are an occasion for 
a foodie celebration. 

4124 West Broadway, 
Robbinsdale 


-Joy 


N у 
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VERDANT TEAHOUSE 


Hand-harvested tea is augmented by 
a few vegetarian and vegan-friendly 
dishes, like a lovely curry soba noodle 
soup. 

2111 E. Franklin Ave., Minneapolis 


-Joy 


VERDANT Le 
TEAHOUSE 


YARD HOUSE 


Yard House is a successful national 
chain that has opened a new location at 


The Shops at West End in St. Louis Park. 


Featuring American food, a multitude 
of draft beers, and classic rock, it’s a 
comfortable and convenient location for 
fine fare and beer in the West Metro. 
1665 Park Place Blvd., St. Louis Park 


-Andy 


NEW BREWERIES 
GI2BREW 


945 Broadway St. NE, Minneapolis 


BANG BREWING 


2320 Capp Rd., St. Paul 


BRAU BROTHERS 
BREWING COMPANY 


910 E. Main St., Marshall, MN 


BURNING BROTHERS 
BREWING: 


1750 W. Thomas Ave., St. Paul 
www.burnbrosbrew.com 


DANGEROUS MAN 
BREWING 


1300 2nd St. NE, Minneapolis 


DAY BLOCK BREWING 
COMPANY 


1105 Washington Ave. S., Minneapolis 
www.dayblockbrewing.com 


HAMMERHEART BREWING 


7785 Lake Dr., Lino Lakes 


NORTHGATE BREWING 


3134 California St. NE, Minneapolis 


PITCHFORK BREWING 


709 Rodeo Cir., Hudson, WI 


SOCIABLE CIDER WERKS 


1500 Fillmore St. SE, Minneapolis 


STEEL TOE BREWING 
TAPROOM 


4848 W. 35th St., St. Louis Park 


URBAN GROWLER 
BREWING COMPANY: 


2325 Endicott St., St. Paul 
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TRAVEL 


Lobster grits. Photo by Carla Waldemar 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


South Paare Island 


PLEASURE ISLAND 


Palms swaying, waves shushing onto powder sand: I'm deep in the 
heart of... Texas? Yes, but far from the “Texan” Texas. This is South 
Padre Island, off the Gulf Shore: no ten-gallon hats, no big hair, no 
barbecue. No office towers, either, nor big-box emporiums, nor at- 
titude. Call it Pleasure Island and you'd be right on the money (which 
it doesn't require a lot of to enjoy). 

Nobody actually lives on this half-mile-wide strip of paradise, con- 
nected to the mainland by a soaring, two-and-a-half-mile bridge (signs 
warn: “Watch for pelicans when blinking"), but everybody plays here 
year-round: boomers, spring breakers, wedding parties, and vaca- 
tioners of all stripes, including many from Mexico, nearby. 

What's to do? Well, monitor the sunrise, then flip beaches and 
oversee the sunset with a pifia colada near at hand. In between, swim 
and stroll the shore as bleating seagulls strut like security guards 
and pelicans fly by in military formation. Watch for dolphins on the 
bay side, so close you don't need your zoom lens. Or take a dolphin 
cruise, where they perform a continuous leap-and-dive floor show 
just inches from the boat. Build a sand castle, or ogle the dozens of 
elaborate models all around town. 

Visit Sea Turtles, Inc., a rehab facility for critters injured by boats, 
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predators, or in shock from a surge of cold water. Fred, a 200-pound 
loggerhead, blinks his eyes at us, while Jerry leaps for lettuce visi- 
tors can feed him. The operation also rescues turtle eggs and alerts 
voyeurs when they’re about to hatch. 

The nearby Birding Center offers guided or DIY ambles along 
its ample boardwalk for up-close-and-personal encounters with her- 
ons, egrets, pink spoonbills, mud hens and a hundred more species, 
plus those gossiping seagulls. Free WAVE buses scoot visitors from 
one end of the five-mile island to the other: from wild and billowing 
sand dunes to the RV park dominated by Minnesota license plates. 
Midway between, Schlitterbahn Beach Waterpark provides even 
balmier thrills and spills (reduced admission rates for guests at the 
attached resort). 

Iawoke one morning to a blanket of fog, dense as any in New Eng- 
land: mysterious, romantic, and utterly quiet (except for those darn 
seagulls)—perfect for a solitary ramble along the shore, except that 
I couldn't even spot my hotel in the enveloping mist. As it cleared, I 
headed to the mainland and sweet Port Isabel, anchored by its iconic 
lighthouse, in use from 1852 to 1905—a lookout for both Union and 
Confederate troops during the Civil War and today the only light- 
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(Clockwise from left) Lighthouse in use from 1852-1905 with a 16-mile view. Fresh Mussels at The Palms. Entrance to beach. Sugar sand beach. Photos by Carla Waldemar 


house on the coast open to visitors, who are rewarded by a 16-mile 
view if they can master the 74 spiraling steps. It’s the summertime 
site of free Friday fireworks and movies. 

Hidden among the town’s collage of art galleries and boutiques 
(lots of good silver jewelry) stands the History Museum, a well- 
curated intro to this niche of Texas, from pre-Columbian artifacts 
to those of Spanish Conquistadores and pirates and the shrimping 
industry of the Forties and Fifties, when Port Isabel was called the 
shrimp capitol of the world. I settled for a mango ice cream cone at 
a waterside scoop shop. 

Oh, I found my shrimp later, all right—at Yummies’ brunch, where 
deck-side seating provides a glimpse of the bay while devouring grits 
with shrimp and jack cheese, followed by a slice of homemade coco- 
nut cream pie. Or choose tacos, burritos, or eggs rancheros if you 
wish. For dinner at Pier 19, hanging over the water, more shrimp, in 
tandem with a sampler plate of grouper, scallops, and hush puppies. 


Pier 19 serves shrimp many ways, and offers to cook whatever you 
catch in this fisherman’s nirvana. 

Sea Breeze is an island institution of waterside casual chic, 
where the specialty is grouper throat (who knew?)—an uber-local 
delicacy. The Palms lures locals in the know to the deck of an old- 
time motel, where the menu segues from snapper tacos and a BL 
(for lobster)T Benedict to seafood bisque and crab cakes divine. 
One last dinner: Gabriella’s is as Eye-talian as they come, complete 
with checkered tablecloths and candles in Chianti bottles. If you 
can resist the amazing pizza with homemade fennel sausage (and 
who should?), dine on veal chop or osso buco, followed, for the 
gluttonous or foolhardy, by a spumoni-topped banana split. Like 
your inner Italian nonna tells you, “Mangia!” 

To make your vacation even easier, Delta Airlines has launched a 
new non-stop flight from MSP. m 
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SPORTS | PLAYING FOR THE OTHER TEAM | BY NELL GELHAUS 


Q & A with Jaiyah Saelua, 
of Next Goal Wins 


I'm a sucker for a good sports documen- 
tary, having spent many a late night glued to 
every “30 for 30" ESPN doc aired on Netflix. 
This being the case, I leapt at the chance to 
preview Next Goal Wins, the inspiring true 
story of the American Samoan National Soc- 
cer Team and their quest to win a game. Yep, 
you read that right. To win a single game. 
'Talk about the ultimate underdog story. 

In 2001, the tiny Pacific island of Ameri- 
can Samoa (an unincorporated territory of 
the US) stomached a world record 31-0 de- 
feat at the hands of Australia, and headlines 
across the world dubbed them the world's 
Worst soccer team. 

The film begins ten years later, finding 
the team still smack at the bottom of FIFA's 
World rankings, having scored only twice 
in seventeen years, and having lost every 
competitive game they've ever played. 
Coaches and players have come and gone, 
and the future of the team appears futile 
until team administrators petition the U.S. 
Soccer Federation for help. Enter maver- 
ick Dutch coach Thomas Rongen. Coach 
Rongen has one month to make his pres- 
ence felt and prepare the team for the 
World Cup Qualifiers. 

The most fascinating character in Next 
Goal Wins might very well be Jaiyah Saelua, 
a member of Samoa's recognized and ac- 
cepted third gender, the fa'afafine. Fa'afafine 
are born biologically male, and embody both 
masculine and feminine gender traits. Jaiyah 
plays for the all-male team, though lives 24/7 
as a woman when not on the field. In the 
film, Coach Rongen crucially promotes her 
from the substitutes bench to his starting 
line-up for the team's crunch game against 
rival Tonga, with awe-inspiring results. 
When not playing soccer, Jaiyah studies the 
performing arts, with a dance focus at The 
University Hawaii — Hilo. 

I had the opportunity to speak to Jaiyah 
about her experience and her hopes for the 
film. 


Lavender Magazine: How long have 
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you played soccer, and specifically for 
the American Samoan National Team? 

Jaiyah Saelua: I started playing soccer at 
the age of 11 while attending the South Pa- 
cific International Christian Center School 
when the association first opened an elemen- 
tary private schools league. I’ve played off 
and on for the ASMNST for 11 years—I was 
drafted at the age of 14. 


LM: In the film, we see previous 
coaches try and fail to make an impact 
on the team. What did Coach Rongen 
do that was different? Why did he affect 
the team in a way no former coach had? 

JS: Coach Thomas showed the team that 
his efforts to make us into better players 
was genuine by putting himself on our level 
off the field, and training us really tough 
while we were on the field. His lessons ex- 
tended off the training pitch as well, and his 
willingness to personalize his relationship 
with each player became the fuel that mo- 
tivated us to want to become better players 
individually, but also more importantly as a 
team. Previous coaches had come to Ameri- 
can Samoa with attitudes showing us that 


they were there to get something done, but 
did it with no intentions to help us grow as 
players, having the mindset that we were a 
hopeless team. 


LM: On the field, you’re a defender. 
Off the field, every player has their own 
unique role—what do you feel yours is? 
How would you describe your relation- 
ship with your teammates? 

JS: My role as the fa’afafine is to make 
sure things stay clean. Not only the rooms 
and facilities, but more importantly the boys’ 
attitudes. Whenever Га feel tension growing 
between players, I'd crack a few jokes or put 
on a show just to kill the negative vibes—ten- 
sion off the field can mean tension on the 
field. My teammates see me as an equal to 
them on the pitch, but off the pitch, I become 
a "sister" figure in a pool of testosterone. Re- 
spect is key in making me feel comfortable in 
the camp—lI shower separate from the rest 
of the team, they never ask to share any of 
my bedding or toiletries, they look out for me 
when we travel, making sure I'm never alone, 
and always defend me when others make a 
mockery of me. 


2 pet 
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LM: I saw you breaking the transgen- 
der stereotype throughout the film. In 
the action sequences, during the game 
footage, I can only describe your play 
as “fearless.” You would literally throw 
your body in the way of an oncoming at- 
tack. It was inspiring to watch. Where 
does this fearlessness come from? 

JS: My fearlessness comes from feeling 
as if I owe it to my teammates to put my 
feminine ways aside and play as smart and as 
hard as I possibly can. I have a strong sense 
of competitiveness, and right before a tackle, 
I imagine the opposing player hurting one 
of my family members, and in that moment 
I need to defend them. Coach Thomas also 
motivated us in so many ways - by bringing 
up key phrases from our national anthem 
which helped us remember how proud we 
are to be American Samoan; reminding us 
of Tonga's (rival team) attempt to overthrow 
the Samoan islands and how we fought back 
and regained our home. 


LM: Can you provide more insight 
into about American Samoa's cultural 
acceptance of the fa'afafine? You men- 
tioned in the film that fa'afafine are tra- 
ditionally celebrated. The fact that your 
gender was a non-issue throughout the 
film is intriguing, especially in light of 
the GLBT struggle for acceptance on the 
mainland USA. Was there any issue at 
all with you playing for an all-male team? 

JS: The #1 aspect of the Samoan culture 
is respect—respect for God, your family, 
and everyone else, no matter what culture 
they come from. Respect for one another in- 
cludes respecting the way someone who is a 
fa’afafine feels they want to live their life. It is 
our cultural duty as Samoans to respect the 
ways of the fa’afafine community, because 
it is more important to identify someone for 
who they are inside instead of what they have 
between their legs. This is why in American 
Samoa, a fa’afafine will never have an issue 


pursuing their dreams, just as I had none 
playing for an all-male team. 


LM: Does fa'afafine only refer to 
male-female transgender, or can it also 
refer to female-male? 

JS: Fa’afafine does only refer to M-F trans- 
gender, because the word fa’afafine trans- 
lates to “womanly” or “way of the woman”. 
There are very few fa’afatama (what western 
society would call F-M transgender), which 
translates to the opposite, “manly” or “way of 
the man.” 


LM: Do/did you encounter discrimi- 
nation at University of Hawaii? If so, is 
it surprising, given your culture’s accep- 
tance and how do you deal with it? 

JS: I did encounter discrimination at the 
University of Hawaii at Hilo, once. When 
I went to try out for the men’s soccer team 
at 5am, in the middle of the warm up, the 
head coach pulled me to the side and said, 
“Tm sorry, but I cannot afford to put my boys 
in an uncomfortable playing situation", and 
sent me home. I found myself walking home 
at 5:15am. I didn't even get the chance to 
show them how capable I was of playing. As 
soon as I got to my dorm, I sat outside the 
door and cried for a good 10 minutes, took a 
cold bath, and headed to my first class. 


LM: When and how did you find out 
you would be starting versus Tonga? 
What was your reaction? What were 
your teammates’ reactions? Did you 
immediately realize the significance to 
the GLBT community of being the first 
transgender athlete to compete in a FIFA 
world cup qualifier, or were you in a 
live-in-the-moment mindset? 

JS: Coach Thomas pulled me aside the day 
before our game against Tonga and told me 
I was starting. My eyes widened and my jaw 
dropped. An overwhelming sense of nervous- 
ness pushed me to the brink of panic, and I 


calmly promised Coach Thomas I would do 
my best as I rushed off to seek advice from 
the boys. The boys were just as shocked, but 
immediately calmed themselves and drowned 
me with encouragement. I did not realize the 
significance to the LGBT community of me 
starting that match at that instant. It wasn't 
until a freelance reporter told me that I real- 
ized I was the first ever. Even after he told me, 
it didn't sink in until other press asked to do 
interviews later that day. I was more excited 
that we won our first game. 


LM: At the end of the film, you were 
looking forward to choosing what to 
wear for the premiere. Any decisions? 

JS: I mentioned Gucci in the film, but that 
was a joke! There is no way I can afford that. 
I planned on wearing something culturally 
themed, but I don't have time to fly home to 
have it made. I bought a few dresses from 
Bebe, but haven't decided which one I am 
going to wear. One thing's for sure—they all 
show off my legs! 


LM: What are your hopes for Next Goal 
Wins? 

JS: My main hope for the film is that it 
reaches out to people or teams who feel re- 
strained within their communities to break 
free and seek to reach their highest poten- 
tial, not just in sports, but for anything they 
want to do in life. All I hope to gain personally 
from this film is the opportunity to advocate 
alongside other trans advocates such as Janet 
Mock and Carmen Carrera, but more so in 
the sports realm. ш 


Next Goal Wins, directed by Mike Brett and Steve 
Jamison, will kick off the Tribeca Drive-In series 
at the 2014 Tribeca Film Festival on April 19th and 
will open theatrically in select cities on April 25th. 
You don't need to be a sports fan to appreciate 

the themes of redemption, of acceptance, and of 
a strong desire to beat the odds. Anyone in the 
GLBT community, and probably most beyond, can 
relate. 
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SCENE 


BAR & CLUBS | BAROMETER | BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


Killer B's Karaoke Is the Buzz 
at the Saloon and LUSH 


Tired of singing by yourself in the shower? Then croon with a 
crowd during the popular Killer B’s Karaoke at the Saloon on Tues- 
day nights and at LUSH on Thursday nights. 

The Killer B’s are Ben Applebaum and Brent Ripley, both talented 
singers. They debuted their karaoke duo in 2006 at the now-defunct 
Over the Rainbow bar in St. Paul. Since then, they’ve hosted karaoke 
at a number of venues in the local GLBT community. 

According to Applebaum, “Brent holds the masterful wit during 
the transitions between singers. I choose and mix the bumper music 
selections between singers.” 

Applebaum adds, “Our philosophy for doing a karaoke show is as 
follows: The performer always comes first, and that is why Brent and 
I do very little singing at our shows. We put the vocals of our perform- 
ers right into the background music so it gives the feel of singing with 

Е SALOON 
the band, rather than in front of the band.” 830 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

As Applebaum puts it, "Made loud to play loud’ is an expres- [612] 332-0835 
sion that helps define the ‘vibe’ of our shows. We are not afraid to "Ww.saloonmn.com 
push the sound out at the Saloon or LUSH to help maintain a high 
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The Killer B’s: Brent Ripley (left) апа Ben Applebaum. Photo by George Holdgrafer. 


level." LUSH 
CNET BY eve — f . 990 Central Ave. NE, Mpls. 
Enjoy both Killer B's Karaoke evenings weekly—with no cover! www.lushfoobar.com 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR HEATED SMOKING PATIO 
JUKEBOX • VIDEO GAMES • 756 POOL TABLES e PINBALL 
. DARTS e PULL TABS e ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN MON.-FRI. З.РМ-2 AM e SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


Singles Pool 
TOURNAMENT 


Sun., April 20 * 4 PM 


EEL 


Your ‘BARTENDER 


ANDREW 
з] — 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 
ЕУ “ike” us on Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
facebook 19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis • (612) 871-5553 • www.19bar.itgo.com 
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BAR & CLUBS | BAR SHOWCASE | PHOTOS BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


LORING KITCHEN & BAR 


| APRIL 2, 2014 


NE ‘Fantasy 


Minneapolis -814 B Henne a Ave LL G ift 


Nearthe Saloon-612-355- 


Shop - Maps - Info: www.FantasyGifts.com - 9 Locations Ў Ё 
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FREE week trial. 
612.333.8181 


lla — ti Ser Дш, 
-m Your Complete Wedding: 
"xe Destination on the Shores 


of the St.Croix River 


WATERSTREETINN.US 651-439-6000 101 WATER STREET S, STILLWATER, MN 


THE LGBT IMMIGRATION EXPERTS 
YOU'VE GOT QUESTIONS, WE'VE GOT ANSWERS! 


Can | apply for my partner's green card now? 


Гат undocumented, my partner is a U.S. Citizen. Cun we apply? 


Yes. Yes. 


The Supreme Court struck down DOMA in June 2013, — If you were admitted into the United States, and later accrued unlawful 
thus affording LGBT families the same immigration ` presence, or worked unlawfully for example, your U.S. citizen spouse 
rights as heterosexual families. can petition for your green card. If you entered the States without 


What if | don’t live in a state with marriage 
equality, can | still apply for a green card? approved before you will be eligible for your green 
Yes. to consult with Attorney Kinsella in order determine if this route is the 


best choice for your particular situation. 
You do not need to be a resident to marry in the 


states that permit same-sex marriage. If you reside in 
a state that does not permit same-sex marriage you 
are still entitled to the federal immigration benefits 
granted through marriage. 


* Do you need specific information about how to apply for your partner's green card? 
* Did you receive a request for evidence from US Immigration? 
° Did you or a loved one enter the U.S. legally and later overstay? 


nmigration matters nationwide. For a no nonsense, in-depth legal consultation 
Law Offices of Caro Kinsella now! Our immigration experts have processed over 100 — | 
arri ition cases nationwide since DOMA was ruled unconstitutional last June. Co | 


ey —————r ?5 4. 3 04 .2243 


www.cklawusa.com 


CALL NOW FƏRIYOUR FREE CONSULTATION 


*FREE TELEPHONE GONSUIMATIONS ARE AVAILABLE FOR SAME-SEX MARRIAGE PETITION CASES ONLY. 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


BIG GAY NEWS | BY LAVENDER 
| BIGGAYNEWS.COM: YOUR 
GLBT WORLD NEWS 


Mississippi Governor Phil Bryant Signs 
Anti-Gay Bill 

Politico reports that Mississippi Gov. 

Phil Bryant signed a bill that supporters say 
will assure unfettered practice of religion 
without government interference. Opponents 
worry that it could lead to state-sanctioned 
discrimination against gays and lesbians. The 
bill, called the Mississippi Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act, will become law July 1. 


Wonder Woman Stands By 8-Year-Old 
Tomboy Kicked Out Of Christian School 


Advocate.com reports that Lynda Carter, the 
iconic Wonder Woman star, tweeted her support 
for young Sunnie Kahle after she was removed 
from her Christian elementary school for ‘exhibit- 
ing an alternative gender identity.’ Carter tweeted 
the message “Sending love to little Sunnie Kahle! 
Stay strong and love who you are...short hair, 
sneakers and all” to the child who had been 
asked by her school to not come back for the next 
school year unless she began dressing and acting 
more like a girl. Carter has long been an outspo- 
ken supporter of women’s and GLBT rights. 


Uganda President Leads Anti-Gay Rally 


Aljazeera reports that Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni has led a rally celebrating his 
country’s new anti-gay laws, saying homosexu- 
ality creates grave health problems and that 
gays have always been regarded as abnormal 
by Africans. The comments were made before a 
crowd of thousands on Monday, and drew rous- 
ing cheers when Museveni vowed that Uganda 
and its people would be fine without Western 
aid and support. Museveni also said that he is 
“now mobilizing to fight” Western gays, who he 
says are promoting homosexuality in Africa. 


Britain's First Same-Sex Marriages Take 
Place As PM Speaks Of ‘Powerful 
Message’ 


The Guardian reports that ceremonies are tak- 
ing place in England and Wales as people take 
advantage of the new law permitting same-sex 
marriages. Prime Minister David Cameron ap- 
plauded the marriages as sending what he said 
was a “powerful message” about equality in 
Britain, and stated that his strong support of re- 
form was due to his feeling that “when people’s 
love is divided by law, it is that law that needs 
to change.” Although the Marriage (Same-Sex 
Couples) Act went into effect last July, it wasn’t 
until March 13" of this year that couples were 
able to register for marriage licenses. 


Aging isn’t easy. Q 


Caregiving doesn't need E 1 - 
to be hard. Kee 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 


Right at Home offers services for almost any 
GLBT Yellow Pages & situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
Wedding Resource Guide life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 


And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Fight 


Home 
In Home Care & Assistance 


LavenderYellowPages.com 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 


2227 c7 


CAA < 


“body . a 


š BUY ONE Jewelry and aftercare 

> GET “ONE purchase required for both 
Ш 

ü 


REE piercings. 


PIERCINGS! No appointment needed. 


612.35U.7220 LOD Central - Minneapolis 
almostfamouspiercing.com Also located in Mall of America 


Ej MINNESOTA 
EXTERIORS INC 


Ti 's IE 


Call Today for a FREE Estimate! 


Visit our showroom at 
8600 Jefferson Highway in Osseo 


THE SHOPS AT WEST END 
www.theshopsatwestend.com 763.493.5500 
394 & 100 www.MinnesotaExteriors.com 
MN LIC BC002877 
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OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Nursing Home Noir 


I moved into my father's retirement home about a month ago. 
At first, it was heaven! But as the weeks progressed, events at "The 
Home" have taken a dark turn. 

I decided to live in my dad's condo while he's in the connected 
nursing facility. Initially, I thought it was a grand idea. After all, I've 
been a senior citizen in training since my youth. I love doing every- 
thing that seniors do! I watch the Turner Classic Movie channel con- 
stantly. I yell at kids for running on the sidewalk. And I regularly 
complain that my soup is cold. 

So when I first moved into “The Home,” I looked forward to tak- 
ing part in many of the activities. I joined a bridge game, volunteered 
at the weekly rummage sale, and never missed a lecture on how to 
keep your bowel healthy. 

The seniors loved me! At first, I thought they were tickled by 
my joie de vive and roughish charm. But then I realized that most 
of them were being nice to me because they thought I was just 
another intellectually challenged kid who had no other option 
than to live with her dad. Upon reflection, I couldn't blame them. 
What else would explain the alarming gusto a middle-aged woman 
would employ in belting out World War II era songs at the evening 
sing-along? 

But I didn't care if they thought I was "challenged." For a short, 
glorious time, I was the most popular resident in the building. Yes, 
I'm sure part of my popularity was because I was one of the few peo- 
ple in the building who could still drive at night and, unlike their own 
kids, I didn't lose my patience with them when they asked me for the 
100th time to show them “how the Facebook works." 

Each Wednesday is movie night. That's when they put up a big 
screen in the recreation room and screen an old Hollywood musical. 
On my first movie night, they showed an Esther Williams swimtacu- 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


lar that was so delightfully inane I almost didn't notice when the care- 
givers brought in a bar cart. Happy hour at The Home! 

“I love senior living!" I exclaimed as I refilled my wine glass and 
clinked glasses with the guy seated next to me, 87-year-old Walter. 
“Why is everyone so scared to get old? It's awesome." 

Little did I know that I was sealing my fate with that toast. Walter, 
it seems, took my enthusiasm as an invitation to come courting. He 
showed up at my dad's apartment the next morning and asked if I'd 
like to do my laundry with him that evening. I innocently accepted, 
not knowing that this was some old-timey euphemism for something 
far more sinister. 

Word of my date with Walter spread quickly. By the time I made 
my way to the breakfast room, The Home's restaurant manager 
pulled me aside and said that a lot of the ladies were upset about my 
date with Walter. 

“Watch your back,” she warned, giving a sideways glance to a 
group of women who were discussing my loose character in what 
they thought was a whisper. However, because they all have hearing 
problems they were practically shouting. “Whore!” “Trollop!” “Blue 
stockings!" (I have no idea what that last one meant, but I'm pretty 
sure it's not good.) 

My social invitations dried up immediately. I showed up at my 
bridge game and found that I'd been replaced by someone from the 
Alzheimer's floor. Even Walter stood me up for our laundry date. 
“My ladyfriend doesn't think it's a good idea,” he said during an 
awkward encounter where he stared at the ground and shuffled his 
orthopedic shoes. 

I moved out of The Home today. As I left, a gaggle of old mean 
girls cackled. In response, I performed a series of high kicks. “In 
your face, ladies!” I cried. “Look who still has her original hips!" m 


POR RODRO 


SOY DESOCUPADO, 
Soy GAY?" 
NO VEO UN 


5 


v 


Гат unemployed. | am gay... | can't see 
a future. 
Je suis sans emploi. Je suis gai... Је пе 
vois pas d'avenir. 


Meow! Woof! 
Miaou! Wouf! 


5 QUE MAG SE. LE PUEDE 


RU. 
HABLO CON UN PEDIR А LA VibA © 


GATO Y CON UN 
PERRO CALLE = 
JEROS..- 


=e cAGA 


UN see? 


к= 


2 Гат talking to stray cats and dogs, 


Je m'adresse à un chat et à un chien 
errants, et un oiseau me chie dessus. 


».. . . Whatelse can | expect from life? — 1 1 
That the whole flock shit on you. 

Que peut-on demander de plus à la vie? 
Que toute la volée te chie dessus. 


and a bird shits on me. 
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COTTAGE HOUSE • An 
GAREND FEVER 
- MAY 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. Wed. 1-7pm, Thur.- 
Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat.-Sun, 


Market • Next sale: 


Occasional 


10am-ópm e 


4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


RESTAURANTS 


Royal Orchid Thai/Asian Cuisine - Voted 


Best Thai 
4oth/Central 
true flavors 


Food Twin 


Cities. 
Northeast. 
of Thailand with 


Located 
Experience 
savory 


Thai curries and fresh made stir-fries. 


www.thebestthaifood.com, 


facebook.com/ 
royalorchidmn. (763)789-9999. 


THERAPEAUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (@ (612) 306-6323. 


resulting 
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AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


E3y///navus-- 


Call us before you call your insurance! 
Convenient Mobile Service 


Brad White 952-288-4829 
www.novusglass.com 


We Have FREE Loaners 
3920 Nicollet Ave. ~ Minneapolis 


(612) 823-7257 
www:mulroysbodyshop:com 


_ Si 
(HAGENS 2222. 


Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 872-6671 


EMPLOYMENT 


FLORAL SHOPS 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 
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PERSONAL PRIDE 
-CONSTRUCTION- 


Offering you our PERSONAL best for the PRIDE of your home. 
www.personalprideconstruction.com 
Tom Spears 612-598-5448 


Bonded & Insured Lic #20330460 


Roofing, Siding, Remodels, 
Additions, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, More 


EST.1914 


We're your expert 
home heating, 
cooling and 
plumbing company. 


612-424-9349 


‘PLUMBING ` HEATING - COOLING 


ei f 
Se 


SLW BUILDERS LLC 


* Woman Owned 

* Remodel & Additions 
* Design Build 

* Will work with your Architect 
* 36 years experience 


(763) 355-8104 


Lic# BC642026 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


ODERLIN 


y= SINCE 1914 
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 
WWW.SODERLIN.COM 

3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 EA 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB ODE" 


RESTORATION ° RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 


la e Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 


e 


= 


residential | commercial 


612.870.4081 shelterarchitecture.com 


ProHomeRenovating.com Y 


612-205-5618 B 


ө carpentry A remodeling 

ө painting & repairs 

ө other home maintenance 

eno job is too small \ 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. Lë A š 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
ICENSEI 


D AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


INSURANCE 


David Kinney 
(952) 233-0310 
9358 Ensign Ave. 
Bloomington 


allstateagencies.com/davidkinney1 


@) Allstate. 


You're in good hands. 


© 2013 Allstate Insurance Company. 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
| INSURANCE | 


07497 9/13 e 


BJORN WENDORFF 
INDEPENDENT AGENT 
612-237-8371 
BWENDORFF@MILLERHARTWIG.COM 
AUTO +: LIFE 


HOME - BUSINESS 


REPRESENTING MORE THAN 15 
PREFERRED INSURANCE COMPANIES 


bd Miller-Hartwig (J 


NANCE 


THE NETWORK 


INSURANCE 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


SPA SERVICES 


Coverage that goes far 
beyond the driveway 


Deb Streeter 


Insurance Agency чч 
fe ` 952-853-9077 
FARMERS dstreeter@farmersagent.com 


INSURANCE www.farmersagent.com /dstreeter 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


Carise Rotach-Beard 


MA, LMFT 
Individual & Relationship Counseling 
651-983-9215 


co ive 


sparkcollabo.com 


REAL ESTATE 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


LARPENTEUR 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL 


"Because Our Pets are Family’ 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 
Free First Exam 

Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 
Dr. Christy Hutchins Аоф 


1136 Larpenteur Аме. W. =. 


651-487-3712 * Desmet 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Ryan Dean, PhD LP 


Licensed Psychologist 
шиш шиш шиш шиш 
790 Cleveland Avenue South, Suite 201 
Saint Paul, MN 55116 
651-231-9936 ryandeanphd@gmail.com 


www.ryandeanphd.com 


David Shannon, LICSW 
Psychotherapist 


2324 University Avenue West 
Suite 100 ~ St. Paul 55114 


deshannon@gmail.com 
507-399-3789 (cell) 


y GLBTQ Community 
ax A Mental health since 1971 


SCOTT HAUBRICH š 
BROKER ul ^n 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Call me for your FREE Market Analysis 


wae FREE 


Gy RealEstate -Instant Access to the Nations 
a У Top Gay & Lesbian Realtors. 
f t Find Your Perfect Agent Online: 


www.GayRealEstate.com 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep iw the city or Ош iv the burbs. 
612.986.8622 
kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


Welker 


Gë ii 
Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


= eB 612.827.9537 


Knowledge * Honesty * Integrity 
Deb Casper, CRS wi 


651-407-7864 hd 
/ ed. D SS [B міс ($1 


Free Consultation « RE/MAX Specialists 
www.DebCasper.com 


Advertise your business in 


<) THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Just For Me Spa in Historic Stillwater 


Our Spacious Spa & Salon Is 
Perfect For Couples' Getaways, 
Bridal Parties, Weddings, 
Reunions, Corporate Outings 
© * 

Unique Spa Homes for 
Overnight Stays 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


COMPLETE Professional! 


Natural Blessings 


Wedding and Life Celebrations 
Officiant Mary C. Vidas 


My Partner Jane and I join you in 
celebration of Marriage Equality! 


Non-Denominational and 
Interfaith Celebrations 


Pre-Marriage Counseling 


—! 
DISCREET 


20+ Years Experience 
763.561.2648 
www.videobyrsvp.com 


RSVP 


GAY 
NEWS 


Follow us 
@biggaynews 


Уу 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center ciy, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


L.I.F.E. Program (St. Josephs 
Hospital) 

Outpatient treatment, mental health 
services for the LGBT community. 
Suboxone and methadone clients 
welcome. 

45 W. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 326-3645 


www.healtheast.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 

Minnesota Adoption Resource 

Network 

Finding families for Minnesota's 

Waiting Children, providing pre-/ 
ost-adoption services since 1981. 
221 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 501 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families. Training and support 
rovided. 
.O. Box 667 
Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. re in Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
SLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

lQ 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.dllina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park_house_home 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

[612] 625-7472 


iv.umn.edu 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 


Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Saint Paul 

"| Do Saint Paul" is your key to 

designing the wedding of your 
reams. 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(800) 627-6101 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 

commerce working to invigorate, 

build and earner foi a diverse 
usiness community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
7-(888).962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENT CENTERS 
American Swedish Institute, 


e 
Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 


small: 
2600 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


The Klub Haus Private Club 
Weddings & Receptions at a 
beautiful venue. All extras at no 
additional cost! Outside catering 
allowed. 

1079 Rice Street 

Saint Paul, MN. 55117 
651.489.4808 

klubhaus.net 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


GLBT HOMELESS YOUTH 

GLBT Host Home Program of 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
Securing host homes for CLBT youth 
experiencing homelessness. Contact 
us to host or donate. 

1708 Oak Park Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

(612) 522-1690 
www.GLBTHostHome.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytree 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
facebook.com/HIMProgram 
www.capsprogram.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
know where to look. Expand your 
vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 
North America’s flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 


www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and evenfs that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 


St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 
Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognize 

artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

|812) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multiracial company, 

promotes cultural pluralism through 

artistic excellence and Radical 

Hospitality no-cost admission 
rogram. 

501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 

www.mixedblood.com 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and чаши 

performing arts and educationa 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 


345 Washington St. 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


80 | LAVENDER | APRIL 17-30, 2014 


She Rock She Rock 
Music camps, classes, and 
supportive performance 
opportunities for female, trans and 
ender non-conforming folks. 
9115 Excelsior Blvd. #316 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
jenny@sherocksherock.com 
www.sherocksherock.com 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 389-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Northern Lights Greyhound 

Adoption 

Fall in love again, with a 
reyhound! Let the matchmaking 
egin! Call today! 

(763) 754-9754 


www.nlga-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hre.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 


Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growin congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 

Mayflower Communi 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ 

An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes yov. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. (I-35 & 
Diamond Lake Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 
Richfield United Methodist 


Church 

The Church of the Imperfect. 

Engaging worship, wisdom, 
ratitude, and justice a la Jesus. 
oin us! 

5835 Lyndale Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 861-6086 


www.richfieldumc.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexua 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 
Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 
big questions. Certificate or degree 


programs and community education. 


3000 5th St. NW 
New Brighton, MN 
(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

A covenant network congregation, 
working toward a church as 
generous and just as God's grace. 
Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIORS/ELDERS 


Little Brothers - Friends of the 
Elderly 

Volunteer-based nonprofit 
organization committed to providing 
companionship for isolated seniors 
in the Twin Cities area. 

1845 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 721-6215 


www.littlebrothersmn.org 


Prime Timers - MSP 

Providing gay and bi men 
opportunities to come together for 
social, educational and recreational 
activities. 

1730 New Brighton Blvd., PMB 162 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-9537 


www.primetimersww.org/ptmsp/ 


SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
Minneapolis Movie Bears 
Social networking organization 
catering to the GLBT community for 
movies, theater, games and fun 
2830 W. 70 1/2 St. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 327-5340 


www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business 
Association 

Explore Afton. Enjoy a day or 
weekend away. Historic Rivertown. 
Dining, Shopping, Lodging, Skiing, 
Golf, Events, Weddings. 

PO Box 102 

Afton, MN 55001 

(651) 436-8883 


www.exporeafton.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
[пуу Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/ Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
705 Harriet Dr. 
Stillwater MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 
7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 
Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

пои а 

into@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 
Minneapolis. Popular destination 
for abundant shopping, unique 
restaurants, and REE Parking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Marshall In Southwest MN 
Easy couples getaway. Three hours 
from the Twin Cities. Lots of locally 
owned shops and restaurants. 

317 W. Main St. 

Marshall, MN 

(507) 537-1865 
www.visitmarshallmn.com 
info@visitmarshallmn.com 


7005 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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OUR VOICES 


THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


Diet Coke: 


Through The Eyes Of Dillon D. 


As told to the author by Dillon D. 


“Refill, sir?” 

I don’t hear my waitress. 

Im staring out of the window by my 
booth, at the parking lot outside, at the street 
lamp growing up from the asphalt, at the oc- 
casional business person or family piling in 
and out of their cars, some laughing, some 
chatting, none arguing. 

I'm paralyzed in front of this window, in a 
sort of personal hell, condemned forever to 
watch from afar. I can't think now because I 
don't know what I would. 

I'm in suspended animation, floating out 
of my body, yet somehow motionless, watch- 
ing from overhead as my waitress grabs 
refills and takes orders; watching myself 
sitting here in front of a plastic basket filled 
with chicken wings and ranch with a melted 
Diet Coke on a cheap cork coaster... 

I’ve known since I can remember that I 
was gay, and though such a thing was sin, 
I knew, too, that God would fix me. If only I 
did what He commanded, all would be well. 
When I was young, I volunteered at hospi- 
tals, prayed every night, dated girls, involved 
myself in every school activity, and excelled 
in academics. But pleasing Him this way 
wasn't enough—my sexual desires only in- 
tensified—so I graduated high school to pur- 
sue a degree in divinity. 

I attended a rigorous, conservative, ul- 
tra-religious institution for my studies, and 
there I met, on my very first day, the woman 
I would marry. Her name was Rachel. 

Rachel and I were the proverbial First 
Couple of the university we attended. I was 
the student body president and on track to 
become a minister; she was a music major 
on track to becoming Betty Crocker. We 
announced senior year that we were going 


to marry, and our engagement was met 
with great fanfare; the chancellor threw us 
a private party at his home and our picture- 
perfect families threw us a picture-perfect 
ceremony. 

Fast forward 24 years and I'm walking 
into a Buffalo Wild Wings to meet my wife 
for lunch. Our marriage is in shambles. Mar- 
ried for 24 years, still in denial that I'm gay, 
and despite the utmost reverence I've paid 
to my faith and to my marriage, I’ve yet to 
please God. My lust for men will not wane. 

Rachel found gay porn on the family com- 
puter a little while back. I sought counseling. 
She saw that I was too affectionate with one 
of my colleagues. I distanced myself from 
him. She and I grew apart. My resentment 
snowballed. Our sex life vanished (was there 
one anyway?). All that hung over our mar- 
riage now was the Invisible Monster: my 
sexuality. 

“Hi! Welcome to Buffalo Wild Wings! 
How many?" The hostess thumbs through 
menus. I've arrived before my wife. 

"Two please." 

She sits me in a booth by a window over- 
looking the parking lot. I put in my order 
for a Diet Coke and look outside. It's such 
a beautiful day. Sunny. Warm. And Rachel's 
invited me to lunch. Things are looking up. 

My wife joins shortly. We talk about small 
things—about how work is going, the weath- 
er, my upcoming business trip. 

She's wearing a business casual suit as 
she often does. It's navy, I think. She wears 
minimal makeup, but she's pretty enough 
without it. Her demeanor is as calm and col- 
lected as it always is. 

She lets me order first, and then she 
doesn't order at all... She doesn't want to eat 
on a lunch date she asked for? Before I pro- 
cess how strange this is: 


“Dillon,” she says abruptly, “When you get 
back from your business trip, I will be gone. 
I’m moving out of the house. I’m not telling 
you where I’m going. I’m taking the kids.” 

What? 

A piercing ring stings my eardrums. 
What? I didn’t hear her. Did I? 

Wait. 

No, no, no. Please, no. God, no. 

“No, no,” I say. My face flushes. My chest 
tightens. Pm out of breath. I’m suddenly 
drowning. “ГЇЇ cancel my trip. We can figure 
this out. No, Rachel, please.” I knew this day 
would come, but did I? It can’t be. It doesn’t 
seem right hearing it. 

“If you cancel your trip, ГЇЇ never come 
back.” She says it like she’s rehearsed it a 
thousand times. 

And then she’s on the other side of the 
window, walking to her car. My chicken 
wings arrive. The conversation lasts five 
minutes. It happens all so fast. 

“Sir? Excuse me, sir?” my waitress asks 
again, “Would you like a refill?” 

Do I love her? Rachel, I mean. Did I ever? 
Yes, I think so. Maybe because I tricked 
myself into believing it. Love becomes a 
comfortable habit, doesn’t it? Did I waste 24 
years of her life leading her on, and for what? 
To please God, Who abandoned me anyway? 
Га like to think not, but I know I'll live with 
the guilt. 

And yet, though condescending it seems 
to think this way now, and though in shock 
I am, I feel a tinge of hope in my stomach as 
Rachel walks to her car. Freedom is on the 
horizon. For both of us. 

“No thanks,” I say to my waitress. The ice 
in my Diet Coke is melted, but the glass is 
still more than half full. “I’m fine for now.” 

Dillon D. lives in Arkansas ü 
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